
Ques�on: "Are the miraculous gi�s of the Spirit for today?"

Answer: First, it is important to recognize that this is not a ques�on of whether God s�ll performs miracles
today. It would be foolish and unbiblical to claim God does not heal people, speak to people, and perform
miraculous signs and wonders today. The ques�on is whether the miraculous gi�s of the Spirit, described
primarily in 1 Corinthians 12–14, are s�ll ac�ve in the church today. This is also not a ques�on of can the Holy
Spirit give someone a miraculous gi�. The ques�on is whether the Holy Spirit s�ll dispenses the miraculous gi�s
today. Above all else, we en�rely recognize that the Holy Spirit is free to dispense gi�s according to His will (1
Corinthians 12:7-11).

In the book of Acts and the Epistles, the vast majority of miracles are performed by the apostles and their close
associates. Paul gives us the reason why: “The things that mark an apostle—signs, wonders and miracles—were
done among you with great perseverance” (2 Corinthians 12:12). If every believer in Christ was equipped with
the ability to perform signs, wonders, and miracles, then signs, wonders, and miracles could in no way be the
iden�fying marks of an apostle. Acts 2:22 tells us that Jesus was “accredited” by “miracles, wonders, and signs.”
Similarly, the apostles were “marked” as genuine messengers from God by the miracles they performed. Acts
14:3 describes the gospel message being “confirmed” by the miracles Paul and Barnabas performed.

Chapters 12–14 of 1 Corinthians deal primarily with the subject of the gi�s of the Spirit. It seems from that text
“ordinary” Chris�ans were some�mes given miraculous gi�s (12:8-10, 28-30). We are not told how
commonplace this was. From what we learned above, that the apostles were “marked” by signs and wonders, it
would seem that miraculous gi�s being given to “ordinary” Chris�ans was the excep�on, not the rule. Beside
the apostles and their close associates, the New Testament nowhere specifically describes individuals exercising
the miraculous gi�s of the Spirit.

It is also important to realize that the early church did not have the completed Bible, as we do today (2 Timothy
3:16-17). Therefore, the gi�s of prophecy, knowledge, wisdom, etc. were necessary in order for the early
Chris�ans to know what God would have them do. The gi� of prophecy enabled believers to communicate new
truth and revela�on from God. Now that God’s revela�on is complete in the Bible, the “revelatory” gi�s are no
longer needed, at least not in the same capacity as they were in the New Testament.

God miraculously heals people every day. God s�ll does amazing miracles, signs, and wonders and some�mes
performs those miracles through a Chris�an. However, these things are not necessarily the miraculous gi�s of
the Spirit. The primary purpose of the miraculous gi�s was to prove that the gospel was true and that the
apostles were truly God’s messengers. The Bible does not say outright that the miraculous gi�s have ceased,
but it does lay the founda�on for why they might no longer occur to the same extent as they did as recorded in
the New Testament.
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