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The Book of Abraham

Hypocephalus; a funerary amulet

Kolob, The residence of Ged
Stands next to Kolob

God sitting on his throne, clothed with
_____powerand authority
Raukeeyang; also the number 1,000;

The measuring of time of Qliblish

"Horus-Re" riding in his boat

Represents Sokar, not a number

Cow af Hathar, behind which stands a uzat-

Exisn-go-oh-dosn; = goremng planet headed goddes holding a sacred tree.

The four {4) sons of Horus, they can represent

Represents this earth in it's four quarters the four cardinal points of earth

God sitting on his throne, revealing
through the heavens the
grand Key-words of the Priesthood |

Contains writings that can only
be revealed in the temple.

The god "Min", an'ithyphallic god; that is, a
sexually aroused male deity.
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The Book of Abraham
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"0 gods of the necropolis, gods of the caverns, gods of the south, north, west,
and east, grant salvation to the Osiris Hor, the justified, born by Taikhibit."

Abraham sitting upen Pharaoh’s throne, by the politeness of the king, with This is Osiris
a crown upon his head, representing the Priesthood, as emblematical of Writing above figure: "Recitation by Osiris, Foremost of the Westerners”
the grand Presidency in Heaven; with the scepter of justice and judgment The "atef" crown also identifies him as Osiris
in his hand.
King Pharaoh, whose name is given in the characters above his head.

This figure is female not male,
Writing above figure: "lsis the great, the god's mother”
This s a libation table (wine, oils, etc.)
This figure is female not male.
Writing above figure: "Maat, mistress of the gods."
This is the deceased individual wearing the traditional cone of perfumed
grease and lotus flower on his head.

_Signifies Abraham in Egypt as given also in Figure 10 of Facsimile No. 1.
Prince of Pharaoh, King of Egypt, as written above the hand.

" Shulem, one of the king's principal waiters, as represented by the
characters above his hand.

Mot a slave, this is Anubis, guide of the dead, who is there to
Support the deceased.
Writing above figure: "Recitation by Anubis, who makes protection(?),
foremost of the embalming booth,.."
e Al
E/E.{l/_ e

Olimlah, a slave belonging to the prince.

Joseph Smith's interpretation available @ Ids.org/scriptures/pgp/fabr/fac-3
Modern Eqyptological Interpretation complled @ bookofabraham.com/boamathie/BOA_&.htm|
LD5 apologist explanation @ en.fairmormon. org/Book_of_Abrahamj/loseph_Smith_Papyri
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The Book of
Abraham

Of all the issues with Mormonism and Joseph Smith’s claim to be a prophet, the Book of
Abraham is one of the biggest and most verifiable issues facing the LDS church today. |
cannot stress enough the significance of the issues involving the translation of the Book of
Abraham and what Joseph Smith claims versus what the papyri and facsimiles actually
translate too. If the translation is correct, then Joseph Smith’s prophetic claims potentially
have much more weight. But if the translation is incorrect, then the doctrines which come
from the Book of Abraham such as a plurality of gods, the earth being “organized” from
existing matter versus created out of nothing (ex-nihilo), the priesthood, pre-mortal existence,
other inhabited worlds in the universe and Kolob (the star nearest the planet where God
lives) are all false doctrines. There should be no question to this; it's either a correct
translation and Joseph Smith is a prophet of God or it is an incorrect translation and he
should be considered a false prophet.

Let’s first start with a brief history of how the Book of Abraham came into play. The papyri
from which the translation was produced, was purchased from a traveling antiquities dealer
and subsequently “translated” by Joseph Smith beginning in 1835. When the translation was
complete, Joseph Smith claimed that the papyrus was “The writings of Abraham while he
was in Egypt, called the Book of Abraham, written by his own hand, upon papyrus. See
History of the Church, vol. 2, pp. 235, 236, 348-351.” (Pearl of Great Price, The Book of
Abraham). Just below the title, The Book of Abraham, it reads, “Translated from the
Papyrus, by Joseph Smith.”

Now when this translation was complete, there was no way to verify if the translation was
correct because at this time Egyptology was in its early infancy. The Rosetta Stone, which
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was discovered in 1799 and would allow translation from Egyptian, was not completely
deciphered until the 1850’s, which then made it possible to test the translation claimed by
Joseph Smith. Using the printed facsimiles, Egyptologist M. Theodule Deveria stated the
Joseph Smith translation of the facsimile was not only false, but that Joseph Smith changed
the scenes in the facsimile (i.e. putting a man’s head on a jackal god).

Facsimile No. 1

Below is a picture of the original facsimile No. 1 and as it is published in the Book of
Abraham:

Notice how the original facsimile picture is missing the head of a standing person who is
holding a knife. Joseph Smith inserts a human head on the body of what Egyptologists say
should have a Jackal head on the Egyptian god Anubis. The correct restoration of facsimile
No. 1 is shown below:

The translation comparison from Mormoninfographics.com of facsimile No. 1 is shown below:

Based on the comparison of translations, Joseph Smith incorrectly translated the entire
scene as Abraham was dead about 2,000 years prior to this common Egyptian funeral scene
from the 1st Century. All of the names Smith uses in the scene are wrong. He draws a
human head on what should be the Jackal god Anubis along with what looks to be a knife in
his hand, which is incorrect.

Facsimile No. 2

Mormoninfographics.com provides an excellent comparison of how Egytptologist's translate
this facsimile versus what Joseph Smith translated into Mormon scripture.

As you can plainly see, Joseph Smith is completely wrong on all sections of the funerary
amulet he attempts to translate. He misidentifies every pagan god within the facsimile.
Another major misidentification is that Egyptologist's translate figure #7 as Min, the phallic
pagan god of fertility sitting on a throne with an erect penis. However, Joseph Smith
translates this scene as our Heavenly Father "sitting on his throne, revealing through the
heavens the grand Key-words of the Priesthood."

Facsimile No. 3

The translation comparison from Mormoninfographics.com of facsimile No. 3 is shown below:
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Papyri Lost?

In 1871, the original papyri used in the translation were believed to be lost in the great
Chicago fire. Butin 1966, they were discovered in the Metropolitan Museum in New York.
The LDS church then negotiated the acquisition of the documents in 1967. The papyri were
then handed over from LDS church leaders to Dr. Hugh Nibley, a linguist (but not and
Egyptologist) at BYU, to translate. One issue to point out here is why did the prophet at the
time (David O. McKay) not translate the documents himself given he supposedly has the
ability as “Prophet, Seer, and Revelator’?

Dr. Nibley never published a translation (for obvious reasons as you will see), but did publish
volumes of information in church magazines seemingly designed to obfuscate that never
answered the central issue of the translation. However, Dr. Nibley did state: “We have often
been asked during the past months why we did not proceed with all haste to produce a
translation of the papyri the moment they came into our possession. Well, for one thing
others are far better equipped to do the job than we are, and some of those early expressed
a willingness to undertake it. But, more important, it is doubtful whether any translation could
do as much good as harm." (Brigham Young University Studies, Spring 1968, pg. 251)
(emphasis mine)

This is when the Book of Abraham became a huge issue for the LDS church as every
objective and independent Egyptologist not only said the translation was incorrect, but that it
was about 2,000 years off dating to the 1st century BC. The translation turned out to be an
very common Egyptian funeral text called the Book of Breathings from the Book of the
Dead. It largely consisted of a magic based pagan burial ritual designed to prepare
Egyptians for the afterlife and had nothing at all to do with Abraham or anything that is in the
Book of Abraham.

Mormon and non-Mormon Egyptologists are in agreement on the translation of the papyri
and facsimiles since the rediscovery. This includes translations by Mormon scholars Michael
D. Rhodes (BYU) and John Gee (BYU).

Michael D. Rhodes (BYU Egyptologist) gave the following summary of the Joseph Smith
papyri in 2005, “The Hor Book of Breathings is a part of eleven papyri fragments... from three
separate papyri scrolls. Joseph Smith Papyri I, X, and XI are from the Book of Breathings
belonging to Hor (Hr) the son of Usirwer. Joseph Smith Papyri ll, IV, V, VI, VII, and IX all
came from a Book of the Dead belonging to Tshemmim (Ts-sri.t Min.), the daughter of
Eskhons (Ns-Hnsw). Finally, Joseph Smith Papyrus Ill is part of Chapter 125 of the Book of
the Dead belonging to Neferirtnub (Nfr-ir(.t)-nbw)“ (Michael D. Rhodes, 2005, The Hor Book
of Breathings: A Translation and Commentary, Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University).

Below are some comments by independent Egyptologists who have examined the papyri
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and/or the facsimiles:

“... I have examined the illustrations given in the 'Pearl of Great Price.' In the first place, they
are copies (very badly done) of well known Egyptian subjects of which | have dozens of
examples. Secondly, they are all many centuries later than Abraham... the attempts to guess
a meaning for them, in the professed explanations, are too absurd to be noticed. It may be
safely said that there is not one single word that is true in these explanations... None but the
ignorant could possibly be imposed on by such ludicrous blunders ...” - Dr. W. M. Flinders
Petrie, London University

“... It is difficult to deal seriously with Joseph Smith's impudent fraud... | need scarce say that
Kolob, etc., are unknown to the Egyptian language... Smith has turned the Goddess into a
king and Osiris into Abraham ...” - Dr. A. H. Sayce, Oxford, England

“... The plates contained in the 'Pearl of Great Price' are rather comical and a very poor
imitation of Egyptian originals... The text of this chapter, as also the interpretation of the
plates, displays an amusing ignorance. Chaldeans and Egyptians are hopelessly mixed
together, although as dissimilar and remote in language, religion and locality as are today
American and Chinese. In addition to which the writer knows nothing of either of them ...” -
Dr. John Peters, University of Pennsylvania

“... The 'Book of Abraham,' it is hardly necessary to say, is a pure fabrication. Cuts 1 and 3
are inaccurate copies of well known scenes on funeral papyri, and cut 2 is a copy of one of
the magical discs... Joseph Smith's interpretation of these cuts is a farrago of nonsense from
beginning to end. Egyptian characters can now be read almost as easily as Greek, and five
minutes' study in an Egyptian gallery of any museum should be enough to convince any
educated man of the clumsiness of the imposture ...” - Dr. Arthur C. Mace, Asst. Curator,
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Dept. of Egyptian Art

Damage Control

These issue with the Book of Abraham has been a massive headache for the LDS church
and is one of the many significant reasons why the LDS church is rapidly loosing
membership in the US. Although the church does not publicly recognize the issues, which is
smart on their part because they don’t want to put a spotlight on it, they are making changes
in the introduction to the Book of Abraham that try to divert attention from the “translation”
issue.

In 2013, the LDS church announced hundreds of changes to the scriptures (Bible, Book of
Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl of Great Price). Most of these changes are
insignificant punctuation or spelling issues. However, the LDS church has attempted to hide
a few major changes among the hundreds of minor changes so the major issues are not
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easily revealed. The LDS church is attempting to quietly change what it has taught for over
175 years in that the Book of Abraham is no longer a direct translation from the papyri and
facsimiles, but an “inspired” translation or a translation by revelation. There are several
major issues with this change in teaching.

1. The Book of Abraham introduction claims it was “translated from the papyrus by Joseph
Smith” and were “the writings of Abraham ... written by his own hand, upon papyrus.”

The History of the Church penned by Joseph Smith himself says, "... with W.W. Phelps and
Oliver Cowdery as scribes, | commenced the translation of some of the characters or
hieroglyphics, and much to our joy found that one of the rolls contained the writings of
Abraham, another the writings of Joseph of Egypt, etc., — a more full account which will
appear in its place, as | proceed to examine or unfold them. Truly we can say, the Lord is
beginning to reveal the abundance of peace and truth" (History of the Church, vol. 2, pg.
236).

Joseph Smith sure made it sound like a direct translation. Additional evidence supporting a

direct translation is in Joseph Smith’s own handwriting where he takes the Egyptian symbols
from the papyrus directly onto the paper with his English translation of the symbol as shown

in the pictures below.

2. Why did Joseph Smith spend all that time creating the Egyptian alphabet and grammar?

3. Why, if it was an “inspired” translation or translation by revelation, did Joseph Smith pay a

huge sum of $2,400 dollars to acquire the papyri?

4. Why the LDS church would not have maintained this position of an “inspired” translation
or translation by revelation the entire time or at least before the rediscovery of the papyri. If
the LDS Prophet can communicate with God and is a proclaimed “Prophet, Seer, and
Revelator,” why would they not have told the followers all along that it was not a direct
translation?

5. Even if this could be considered an “inspired” translation or translation by revelation, why
are all the explanations of the papyri and the facsimiles not only wrong, but 2,000 years off?

Where did the Book of Abraham come from then?

According to 34 year veteran CES teacher and author of An Insider's View of Mormon

Origins, Grant Palmer, 100% of the Book of Abraham motifs come directly from four sources:
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1. Flavius Josephus: Joseph Smith’s family owned an 1830 edition and this is the
source of chapter 1 of the Book of Abraham.

2. 1769 King James Bible: 86% of verses from chapters 2, 4 and 5 come straight out of
the KJV including the errors.

3. Philosophy of a Future State by Thomas Dick: Joseph Smith owned a copy of this
book and is the astronomy source for chapter 3 of the Book of Abraham.

4. The Six Books of Proclus on Theology of Plato by Thomas Taylor: According to
Grant, this book is the source of facsimile #2. Palmer states there are five or six
phrases from this book that are in facsimile #2.

The astronomy and cosmology within chapter three of the Book of Abraham reflected the
scientific views of an early 19th century Copernican and Newtonian concept. As science has
progressed, new concepts have replaced old concepts. These new concepts within Joseph
Smith’s time in the early 1800’s were the growing popular scientific world beliefs of what was
replacing the old Roman Catholic Ptolemaic beliefs. Then in the 1900’s, the scientific work
of Einstein has proven the Copernican and Newtonian concepts to be flawed. This unveils
some major issues with anachronisms in the Book of Abraham:

o Why would the Book of Abraham, which was allegedly penned by Abraham, be written
to reflect a scientifically flawed 19th century Copernican and Newtonian concept of
astronomy which was the world view during Joseph Smith’s time?

o If this was truly penned by Abraham, why would it not reflect the flawed astronomical
concepts of the ancient Babylonian’s or other flawed ancient concepts?

Grant Palmer concludes, “Many of the astronomical and cosmological ideas found in both
Joseph Smith’s environment and in the Book of Abraham have become out of vogue, and
some of these Newtonian concepts are scientific relics. The evidence suggests that the
Book of Abraham reflects concepts of Joseph Smith’s time and place rather than those of an
ancient world” (Grant Palmer, An Insider's View of Mormon Origins, pp. 17-25).

What | have presented is just a high level introduction to the issues surrounding the
translation. These issues with the Book of Abraham translation and the LDS church’s
evolving stance on the translation are clear evidence that Joseph Smith’s claim to be a true
prophet of God, Seer and Revelator are fraudulent.
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There are other objective sites that | would recommend that go into detail and lay out all the
issues with the translation as well as objectively provide the arguments by not only the
critics, but by the LDS church and LDS church apologists such as the analysis

at MormonThink. MormonThink.com is a site maintained by current and former Mormons
who want to provide an objective look into the facts, history, scriptures, controversies and
contradictions in the Mormon church.

For a well-produced video on the Book of Abraham, please visit my Videos page to play “The
Lost Book of Abraham” video. Additionally, please see the first minute of the video
titled“Apostle Jeffery Holland Interview on BBC Television” in the Videos section to see the
Apostle’s interview with BBC television regarding the translation issue with the Book of
Abraham.
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The Angel of the Lord,

Abraham fastened upon an altar

The idolatrous priest of Elkenah

The altar for sacrifice by the idolatrous
prigsts, standing before the gods of Elkenah,
Libnah, Mahmackrah, Korash, and Pharach.

The idolatrous god of Elkenah.

The idalatrous god of Libnah,

The idolatrous god of Mahmackrah.

The idelatrous god of Korash.

The idolatrous god of Pharach.

Abraham in Egypt

Designed to representthe pillars of heaven,
as understood by the Egyptians.

Raukeeyang, signifying expanse, or the
firmament over our heads; but in this case,
in relation to this subject, the Egyptians
meant it to signify Shaumau, to be hig,
of the heavens, answering to the Hebrew
word, Shaumahyeen.

The Book of Abraham

A common funerary document
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The spirit or "ba" of Har
[The deceased fellow)
The deceased: His name was "Har"

Anubis
(see original image, this figure was originally
portrayed with the head of a Jackal)

A commen funereal bier or "lion couch”®

Canopic jars containing the deceased's
internal organs.

This is the god "Horus™

A libation table bearing wines, oils, etc,
Common in Egypt.

A palace fagade, called a "serekh”

This is just the water that the
crocodile swims in.

Joseph Smith’s Interpretation available @ |ds.org/scriptures/pgp/fabr,/fac-1
Modern Eqyptological Interpretation compiled @ bookofabraham.com/boamathie/BOA_6 htmi
LDS apologist explanation & enfairmorman.org/fSook_of_Abraham/loseph_Smith_Papyri/Facsimiles/Facsimile_1
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