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Dr. J. I. Packer 

“If we do not preach about sin and God’s judgment on it, we cannot 

present Christ as Saviour from sin and the wrath of God. And if we 

are silent about these things, and preach a Christ who saves only from 

self and the sorrows of this world, we are not preaching the Christ of 

the Bible. 

We are, in effect bearing false witness and preaching a false Christ. 

Our message is ‘another gospel, which is not another.’ Such 

preaching may soothe some, but it will help nobody; for a Christ who 

is not seen and sought as a Saviour from sin will not be found to save 

from self or from anything else. 

An imaginary Christ will not bring a real salvation; and a half-truth presented as the whole truth 

is a complete untruth.” 

– J.I. Packer, “The Puritan View of Preaching the Gospel,” in Puritan Papers, Vol 1. 

 

Biographical Sketch 

1926-2020 

James Innell Packer (born in Gloucester, England) is a British-born Canadian Christian 

theologian in the Calvinistic Anglican tradition. He currently serves as the Board of 

Governors' Professor of Theology at Regent College in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

He is considered to be one of the most important evangelical theologians of the late 

20th century. 

The son of a clerk for the Great Western Railway, Packer won a scholarship to Oxford 

University. He was educated at Corpus Christi College, obtaining the degrees of 

Bachelor of Arts (1948), Master of Arts (1952), and Doctor of Philosophy (1955). 

It was as a student at Oxford where he first met C.S. Lewis whose teachings would 

become a major influence in his life. In a meeting of the Oxford Inter-Collegiate 

Christian Union, Packer committed his life to Christian service. 

 

http://www.lionandlambapologetics.org/
https://www.monergism.com/puritan-view-preaching-gospel
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He spent a brief time teaching Greek at Oak Hill Theological College in London, and 

in 1949 entered Wycliffe Hall, Oxford to study theology. He was ordained a deacon 

(1952) and priest (1953) in the Church of England, within which he became recognized 

as a leader in the Evangelical movement. He was Assistant Curate of Harborne Heath 

in Birmingham 1952-54 and Lecturer at Tyndale Hall, Bristol 1955-61. He was 

Librarian of Latimer House, Oxford 1961-62 and Principal 1962-69. In 1970 he became 

Principal of Tyndale Hall, Bristol, and from 1971 until 1979 he was Associate Prinicipal 

of Trinity College, Bristol, which had been formed from the amalgamation of Tyndale 

Hall with Clifton College and Dalton House-St Michael's. 

In 1978, he signed the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy, which affirmed a 

conservative position on Biblical inerrancy. 

In 1979, Packer moved to Vancouver to take up a position at Regent College, 

eventually being named the first Sangwoo Youtong Chee Professor of Theology, a title 

he held until his retirement. A prolific writer and frequent lecturer, although best 

known for a single book, "Knowing God," Packer is widely regarded in conservative 

Protestant circles as one of the most important theologians of the modern era. He is a 

frequent contributor to and an executive editor of Christianity Today. In recent years, 

he has become an outspoken proponent of the ecumenical movement but believes that 

unity should not come at the expense of abandoning orthodox Protestant doctrine. 

Nonetheless, his advocacy of ecumenicism has brought sharp criticism from some 

conservatives, particularly after the publication of the book Evangelicals and Catholics 

Together : Toward a Common Mission (ed. Charles Colson, Richard J. Neuhaus) in 

which Packer was one of the contributors. 

Packer served as general editor for the English Standard Version, an Evangelical 

revision of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. He is now at work on his 

magnum opus, a systematic theology. (Source: WIKIPEDIA) 

Packer served as general editor for the English Standard Version of the Bible (2001), 

an Evangelical revision of the Revised Standard Version of 1971. 

Tributes by Carl Trueman, D. A. Carson, Justin Taylor, Ray Ortlund, Sam Storms, 

Leland Ryken, John Piper, World Magazine, Gerald Bray 

 

 

 

http://www.lionandlambapologetics.org/
http://www.monergismbooks.com/knowinggod1650.html
https://www.reformation21.org/blog/a-time-to-mourn-and-a-time-to-dance
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/j-i-packer-appreciation-don-carson/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/j-i-packer-1926-2020/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/j-i-packer-a-personal-appreciation-from-ray-ortlund/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/j-i-packer-immutable-integrity/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/july/j-i-packer-died-evangelical-theologian-knowing-god.html
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/reformation-theology-in-the-hands-of-a-servant
https://world.wng.org/2020/07/theologian_and_churchman_ji_packer_dies_at_age_93
https://www.beesondivinity.com/blog/2020/Appreciation-J-I-Packer-Bray
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ONLINE ARTICLES 

 Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God 

 What Is the Gospel Message? 

 Sola Fide: The Reformed Doctrine of Justification (eBook)  

 An Introduction to John Owen's Death of Death in the Death of Christ 

 Election: God Chooses His Own 

 Effectual Calling: God Draws People to Himself 

 The Interpretation of Scripture 

'Fundamentalism' and the Word of God (pg. 101-114). The article is divived into 

four parts: (1) Interpreting Scripture Literally, (2) Interpreting Scripture by 

Scripture, (3) Problems and Difficulties and (4) the Holy Spirit as Int 

 Hermeneutics and Biblical Authority 

J.I. Packer - An excellent article detailing the nature of Scripture and the practice 

of interpretation. Packer identifies "grammatico-historical method" and 

"principle of harmony" as the necessary "controls" of evangelical h 

 Introduction: On Covenant Theology 

 Knowledge: True Knowledge of God Comes Through Faith 

 Almightiness: God is Omnipresent and Omnipotent 

 Divine Impassibility 

 A Roundtable Discussion with... 

J.I. Packer, Boice, Halverson, Pannell & Horton 

 The Distinction Between Free Will and Free Agency 

 Self-Existence 

 Antinomianism: We are Not Set Free to Sin 

 Legalism: Working for God's Favor Forfeits It 

http://www.lionandlambapologetics.org/
https://www.monergism.com/divine-sovereignty-and-evangelism
https://www.monergism.com/what-gospel-message-j-i-packer
https://www.monergism.com/sola-fide-reformed-doctrine-justification
https://www.monergism.com/introductory-essay-john-owen%E2%80%99s-death-death-death-christ
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/election.html
https://www.monergism.com/effectual-calling-god-draws-people-himself
http://www.bible-researcher.com/packer1.html
http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/article_herm_packer.html
https://www.monergism.com/introduction-covenant-theology
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/07knowledge.html
http://www.geocities.ws/gary_bee_za/packer/almightiness.htm
https://www.monergism.com/divine-impassibility-0
https://web.archive.org/web/20010820144056/http:/www.alliancenet.org/pub/mr/mr93/1993.03.MayJun/mr9303.int.roundtable.html
https://www.monergism.com/blog/distinction-between-free-will-and-free-agency
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/selfexistence.html
https://www.monergism.com/antinomianism-we-are-not-set-free-sin
https://www.monergism.com/legalism-working-gods-favor-forfeits-it
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 The Puritan Conscience 

 Puritan Interpretation 

 Puritan Evangelism 

 The Puritan View of Preaching the Gospel 

 Why We Need the Puritans 

 The Doctrine of Justification Among the Puritans 

 The Puritan Approach to Worship 

 Evangelical Annihilationism in Review 

 Introduction to Owen's Hebrews Commentary 

 John Owen on Communication from God (.pdf) 

 John Owen on Spiritual Gifts 

 The Spirituality of John Owen (.pdf) 

 Regeneration 

 Self-existence - God Has Always Been 

 Predestination - God has a Purpose 

 Revelation Scripture is the Word of God 

 Authority - God governs His people through Scripture 

 Incarnation - God Sent His Son, to Save Us 

 Obedience - Jesus Christ Fulfilled His Father's Redemptive Will 

 Resurrection Jesus Christ was Raised from the Dead 

 Definite Redemption - Jesus Christ Died for God's Elect 

 Regeneration (The New Birth) 

http://www.lionandlambapologetics.org/
https://www.monergism.com/puritan-conscience-j-i-packer
https://www.fivesolas.com/purinter.htm
http://www.the-highway.com/articleJune09.html
https://www.monergism.com/puritan-view-preaching-gospel-j-i-packer
https://www.monergism.com/why-we-need-puritans
https://www.monergism.com/doctrine-justification-among-puritans
https://www.monergism.com/puritan-approach-worship
http://thirdmill.org/newfiles/ji_packer/Packer.Annihilationisminreview.html
http://www.johnowen.org/media/packer_intro_hebrews.pdf
http://www.johnowen.org/media/packer_quest_for_godliness_ch_5.pdf
http://www.johnowen.org/media/packer_quest_for_godliness_ch_13.pdf
http://www.johnowen.org/online-articles/
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/regeneration.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/selfexistence.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/predestination.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/01revelation.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/06authority.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/incarnation.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/obedience.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/resurrection.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/definiteredemption.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/regeneration.html
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 The Glory of God and the Reviving of Religion 

 Situation Ethics 

 Arminianisms 

 The Logic of Penal Substitution 

 An Outline Summary of "The Adequacy of Human Language" by J. I. Packer 

 Freedom and Authority 

 Our Need of Scripture 

 Mortality; Judgement; Heaven; Hell 

 The Adequacy of Human Language” 

 The Grace of God 

 The Plan of God 

 Why I Walked 

 The Challenge of the Third Millenium 

 Should the Average Christian Care about Theology? 

 Our Need of Scripture 

 Freedom and Authority 

 Understanding the Lordship Controversy 

 Can the Dead Be Converted? 

 An Interview With Dr. J. I. Packer on Modern Evangelicalism 

 Revelation: Scripture is the Word of God 

 Mortality - Christians Need Not Fear Death 

 Sanctification: The Christian Grows in Grace 

http://www.lionandlambapologetics.org/
https://www.archive.org/download/AGod-EntrancedVisionofAllThings/J.I.Packer.TheGloryofGodandtheRevivingofReligion.mp3
http://www.the-highway.com/articleJan02.html
https://www.monergism.com/arminianisms
http://www.the-highway.com/cross_Packer.html
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=710
http://www.the-highway.com/Authority_Packer.html
https://www.monergism.com/our-need-scripture-j-i-packer
https://www.monergism.com/mortality-judgement-heaven-hell
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=710
https://www.monergism.com/grace-god-0
http://www.the-highway.com/plan_Packer.html
http://www.banneroftruth.org/pages/articles/article_detail.php?344
http://www.rts.edu/quarterly/summer99/qa.html
http://www.reformedtheology.ca/theology.html
https://www.monergism.com/our-need-scripture-j-i-packer
http://www.the-highway.com/Authority_Packer.html
https://www.monergism.com/understanding-lordship-controversy
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/1999/january11/9t1082.html
https://founders.org/2020/07/17/an-interview-with-j-i-packer/
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/01revelation.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/death.html
http://www.fivesolas.com/ct_sanc.htm
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 The Ministry of the Spirit in Discerning the Will of God 

 Can One Be Saved by Jesus Without Knowing About Jesus? 

 In Quest of Canonical Interpretation 

 Inability - Fallen Human Beings are Both Free and Enslaved 

 Introduction to Herman Witsius' "The Economy of the Covenants between God 

and Man" 

 The Logic of Penal Substitution 

 Evangelical Annihilationism in Review 

 What Did the Cross Achieve? 

 Interpretation: Christians Can Understand the Word of God 

 Guilt: The Effect of general Revelation 

 Inward Witness: Scripture is Authenticated by the Holy Spirit 

 Creation: God is the Creator 

 Baptism: The Rite Exhibits Union with Christ 

 Church: God Plants His People in a New Community 

 The Fall 

 Illumination: The Holy Spirit Gives Spiritual Understanding 

 Justification: Salvation is By Grace through Faith 

 The Lord's Supper 

 Trinity - God Is One and Three 

 Encountering Present-Day Views of Scripture 

 The Will of God and the Gospel Offer 

 Why Your Church and Family Need Catechesis 

http://www.lionandlambapologetics.org/
http://www.bible.org/page.php?page_id=3437
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2005/010/29.88.html
https://www.religion-online.org/article/in-quest-of-canonical-interpretation/
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/inability.html
https://www.monergism.com/introduction-covenant-theology
https://www.monergism.com/introduction-covenant-theology
http://www.the-highway.com/cross_Packer.html
http://thirdmill.org/newfiles/ji_packer/Packer.Annihilationisminreview.html
http://thirdmill.org/newfiles/ji_packer/Packer.crossachieve.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/02interpretation.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/04guilt.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/05inwardwitness.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/08creator.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/baptism.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/church.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/fall.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/Illumination.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/justification.html
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/lord_supper.html
https://www.monergism.com/trinity-god-one-and-three
http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/article_views_packer.html
http://www.westminsterconfession.org/the-doctrines-of-grace/the-will-of-god-and-the-gospel-offer-john-murray-and-james-i-packer.php
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/packer-why-your-church-family-needs-catechesis
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 Will A Loving God Really Condemn People to Hell? 

 We Grow Old 

 The Lost Interview 

 Where There's Hope, There's Life 

 more... 

AUDIO/MULTIMEDIA 

 J.I. Packer Lectures on the Perfections of God (19-Part MP3 Lecture Series) 

 History and Theology of the Puritans (MP3s on iTunes) 

 English Puritan Theology (8-Part MP3 Series) 

 The Elizabethan Puritans (MP3) 

 Puritanism Under the Stuarts (MP3) 

 Learner's Exchange at St. Johns's Shaughnessy 

 The Glory of God and the Reviving of Religion (MP3) 

 A Conversation with J I Packer & Mark Jones 

 J. I. Packer In His Own Words (Vimeo) 

 The Life of J. I. Packer (YouTube) 

 

SOME OF HIS LITERARY/THEOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS: 

 18 Words: The Most Important Words You Will Ever Know 

 Affirming the Apostles' Creed 

 Concise Theology: A Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs 

 Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God 

http://www.lionandlambapologetics.org/
https://www.monergism.com/will-loving-god-really-condemn-people-hell
https://www.monergism.com/we-grow-old-j-i-packer
https://world.wng.org/2013/12/ji_packer_the_lost_interview
https://www.crossway.org/articles/where-theres-hope-theres-life/
https://www.monergism.com/search?keywords=packer&format=All
https://www.monergism.com/directory/link_category/Gods-Attributes/Multimedia/JI-Packer-Lectures-on-God/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/the-english-puritans/id378878741?mt=10
https://www.monergism.com/english-puritan-theology-8-part-mp3-series
http://radioapologia.com/archives/Elizabethan_Puritans_by_JI_Packer.mp3
http://radioapologia.com/archives/Puritanism_Under_the_Stuarts_1603_to_1640_JI_Packer.mp3
http://www.stjohnsshaughnessy.org/downloadcenter/downloadcenter.php?function=showcategory&categoryid=18
https://www.archive.org/download/AGod-EntrancedVisionofAllThings/J.I.Packer.TheGloryofGodandtheRevivingofReligion.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNP9UWTQrLo&feature=share
https://vimeo.com/144500979
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=JlMHuPZMcdA&app=desktop
http://www.monergismbooks.com/18-Words-The-Most-Important-Words-You-Will-Ever-Know-p-17673.html
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433502100/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=thethreshold-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1433502100&linkId=99083f9ca47e09af6bac2f52d7af1770
http://www.monergismbooks.com/Concise-Theology-A-Guide-to-Historic-Christian-Beliefs-p-16439.html
http://www.monergismbooks.com/Evangelism-the-Sovereignty-of-God-p-17064.html
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 Finishing Our Course with Joy 

 "Fundamentalism" and the Word of God 

 God's Will: Finding Guidance for Everyday Decisions 

 Grounded in the Gospel: Building Believers the Old-Fashioned Way 

 Growing in Christ 

 Guard Us, Guide Us: Divine Leading in Life's Decisions 

 In My Place Condemned He Stood: Celebrating the Glory of the Atonement 

 Keep in Step with the Spirit: Finding Fullness in Our Walk with God 

 Keeping the Ten Commandments 

 Knowing God (Hardcover) 

 Knowing God (Paperback) 

 Knowing God Devotional Journal: A One-Year Guide 

 Praying: Finding Our Way Through Duty to Delight 

 Puritan Papers (5 Volume Set) 

 Rediscovering Holiness 

 Taking God Seriously: Vital Things We Need to Know 

 Weakness Is the Way: Life with Christ Our Strength 

 

RELATED 

 J. I. Packer’s Rare Puritan Library Online 

 10 Things You Should Know about J. I. Packer 

 J. I. Packer, 89, On Losing Sight But Seeing Christ 

http://www.lionandlambapologetics.org/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433541068/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=thethreshold-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1433541068&linkId=dae1f3e59b9b1afc9f530839ccb3d1d6
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0802811477/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=thethreshold-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0802811477&linkId=a9cc96ee2a43a3e711738a88866fa179
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0801014417/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=thethreshold-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0801014417&linkId=ae2f4b7f2e0736a86d1183b2f7e4aed1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/080106838X/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=thethreshold-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=080106838X&linkId=cfbcae8595b027329b1b6fc8a2e16779
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1581348525/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=thethreshold-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1581348525&linkId=63d10d1c9ac46250f6c7b45640452e6a
http://www.monergismbooks.com/Guard-Us-Guide-Us-Divine-Leading-in-Lifes-Decisions-p-17792.html
http://www.monergismbooks.com/In-My-Place-Condemned-He-Stood-Celebrating-the-Glory-of-the-Atonement-p-17790.html
http://www.monergismbooks.com/Keep-In-Step-With-The-Spirit-Second-Edition-p-16883.html
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1581349831/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=thethreshold-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1581349831&linkId=795d1dfc754523a96265e1caa59a6f74
http://www.monergismbooks.com/Knowing-God-Hardcover-p-17124.html
http://www.monergismbooks.com/Knowing-God-Paperback-p-16874.html
http://www.monergismbooks.com/Knowing-God-Devotional-Journal-A-OneYear-Guide-p-18846.html
http://www.monergismbooks.com/Praying-Finding-our-Way-Through-Duty-to-Delight-p-17131.html
http://www.monergismbooks.com/Puritan-Papers-Collection-Vol.-1-5-p-16330.html
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0801018137/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=thethreshold-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0801018137&linkId=841bafb8a3dbcb45e462ac7f8a2ead9e
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433533278/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=thethreshold-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1433533278&linkId=b2bddb482ee411f7bae6751daf29963c
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433536838/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=thethreshold-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1433536838&linkId=a9f19c068ecc897df16c83cab40e6c7a
http://allisonlibrary.regent-college.edu/collections/puritan-books
http://www.samstorms.org/enjoying-god-blog/post/10-things-you-should-know-about-j-i-packer
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/j-i-packer-89-on-losing-sight-but-seeing-christ/
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 The Quintessential Englishman by Carl Trueman 

 Thank you Lord for J. I. Packer by Carl Trueman 

 40 Quotes from J. I. Packer (1926–2020) 

 

http://www.lionandlambapologetics.org/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/article/editorial-the-quintessential-englishman/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/thank-you-lord-j-i-packer/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/40-quotes-from-j-i-packer/

