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Lastly, why would this method be relevant for bridging two fields of study in
interpreting Calvin’s understanding? The in-depth study of these patterns leads to a new
understanding of Calvin’s interpretation of St. Augustine for which there is sufficient
evidence. When researchers examine the new understanding in comparison with
contiguous studies, it has possibilities for articulating St. Augustine’s influence on

Calvin’s work on the basis of Calvin’s use of St. Augustine.

There will be many variations during the process of research; the hypotheses themselves

will consider such variants as a positive impetus to the thesis.

1.6 Earlier Research

Although it is difficult to draw the exact lines of influence, Calvin’s relation to St.
Augustine turned out to be particularly important. This relation has been investigated by
means of several valuable studies, which culminated in Luchesius Smits’s Saint
Augustine dans ’@uvre de Jean Calvin. Smits identified and indexed a total of 4 119
citations in volume I. Volume Il contained one table in which the references are
classified according to the works of Calvin as they appear in the Corpus Reformatorum,
and another classified by an alphabetical arrangement of Augustine’s works, indexed to
Migne’s Patrologia Latina. There is still room for further studies. Smits gives us the
total number of Augustinian references in Calvin’s writings, but he includes implicit
citations for his four categories. He groups together ‘références avec citation’,
‘références sans citation’, ‘identifications de citations sans référence’ and
‘identifications de passages sans citation ni reference.” The last two categories fail to

provide a firm basis (Van Oort 1997:678).
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