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THEME 

 

Author, Date, and Title 

The composition of Numbers cannot be discussed just on its own, as it is an integral 

part of the Pentateuch, so for a fuller review see Introduction to the Pentateuch. The 

evidence for the authorship of Numbers itself fits in easily with the position suggested 

there. Moses himself is said to have written chapter 33 (Israel’s wilderness itinerary). 

He is also said to have received the many laws Numbers contains. 

Some have objected, however, that the narrator does not seem to be Moses himself; 

comments like “the man Moses was very meek” (12:3) seem to suggest this is 

biography rather than autobiography. In reply, it is fair to observe that clues as to 

when the book was written are sparse, but there are many indications of its antiquity. 

These indications consist of similar texts, customs, or artifacts from places or periods 

close to the time of Moses and the wilderness wanderings. For example, a copper 

snake was found in a tent shrine at Timna dating from the twelfth century B.C. The 

snake makes one think of the episode in 21:4–9, and the tent shrine recalls the 

tabernacle. In the Jordan Valley an inscription was found that mentioned the prophet 

Balaam and his oracles. The boundaries of Canaan as defined in chapter 34 match 

those in Egyptian texts of the fifteenth to thirteenth centuries B.C. They do not 

correspond to the borders of the later state of Israel. The censuses find parallels in 

neighboring countries from the eighteenth to fourteenth centuries B.C. The 

organization of the Israelite camp has early Egyptian parallels. These are just some of 

the features that show the authenticity of the details of the book of Numbers.  

The English title “Numbers” (Gk. Arithmoi) is borrowed from the name of the book in 

the Greek translation of the OT, the Septuagint. This title is based on the presence of 

census returns in chapters 1–4 and 26. The fifth word of the book in Hebrew, “in the 

wilderness” (Hb. bemidbar), constitutes its Hebrew title and perhaps gives a better 

summary of its contents. 

 

 

file:///C:/01%20Lion%20and%20Lamb%20Apologetics/www.LionAndLambApologetics.org
https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-study-bible/article-intro-pentateuch/#introduction-to-the-pentateuch
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+33/
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+12%3A3/
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+21%3A4%E2%80%939/
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+34/
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+1%E2%80%934%3B+Numbers+26/


WWW.LIONANDLAMBAPOLOGETICS.ORG 

© 2021, LION AND LAMB APOLOGETICS—PO BOX 1297—CLEBURNE, TX 76033-1297 

2 

Theme 

The theme of Numbers is the gradual fulfillment of the promises to Abraham that his 

descendants would be the people of God and occupy the land of Canaan. The book 

shows the reality of God’s presence with Israel in the cloud of fire over the tabernacle, 

but the repeated displays of unbelief by Israel delay the entry into Canaan and cost 

many lives. Nevertheless, by the end of the book, Israel is poised to enter the land.  

Purpose, Occasion, and Background 

Jews refer to the first five books of the Bible as “the Law” (Torah), and Christians call 

them the “Pentateuch” or “The Five Books of Moses.” Numbers is the fourth volume 

in this series and relates Israel’s journey from Mount Sinai to the borders of the 

Promised Land, summarizing some 40 years of the nation’s history. The book begins 

with Israel making final preparations to leave Sinai. It then records their triumphal 

setting out, before relating a series of disasters in which the people grumbled about 

the difficulty of the journey and the impossibility of conquering Canaan. This 

response leads to God delaying the entry to Canaan by 40 years. The closing chapters 

of the book tell how the people at last set out again and reached the banks of the 

Jordan, poised to cross into the land promised to their forefathers. 

Numbers thus relates a most important stage in the early history of Israel. Genesis 

begins with the creation of the world, but soon focuses on the life of the patriarchs 

and ends with their move to Egypt. Exodus tells how they left Egypt and came to Sinai 

to receive the law. Leviticus contains some of these laws, and Numbers still more. 

Numbers also summarizes the 40 years in the wilderness, and Deuteronomy (the 

sequel to Numbers) has Moses expounding the laws and urging the people to obey 

them. Deuteronomy ends with Moses’ death. 

Another way of looking at the Pentateuch is as a biography of Moses (see Introduction 

to the Pentateuch). Numbers makes a vital contribution to this biography. First, it 

underlines Moses’ unique role as mediator between God and Israel. As elsewhere in the 

Pentateuch, it is constantly reiterated that “the LORD spoke to Moses.” And when this 

is challenged by his brother and sister, God himself intervenes: “With him [i.e., Moses] 

I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds the form of 

the LORD” (12:8). Second, it makes an astounding claim about Moses’ character: “Now 

the man Moses was very meek, more than all the people who were on the face of the 

earth” (12:3; see note on 12:3–4). Third, it explains why Moses never entered Canaan 

himself: his failure to follow God’s instruction precisely is tersely told (20:10–13), as is 

the subsequent death of his brother Aaron for supporting Moses’ action (20:22–29). 
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The book closes with the reader left in suspense about when and how Moses himself 

will die. 

Numbers is to be classed as a historical work, not only because various details in it are 

corroborated by archaeological discoveries but also because it deliberately sets out to 

record what happened on the journey from Mount Sinai to the Jordan River. It does 

this to instruct future generations of readers with the lessons to be learned from the 

wilderness experience. It is saying in effect to the reader, “Your forefathers made 

many mistakes on their journey to Canaan; make sure you do not repeat them.”  

However, Numbers does not paint an entirely gloomy picture: the book encourages 

its readers as well as warns them. By the end of the book the people of Israel have 

conquered formidable opponents in the Transjordan (the land east of the Jordan 

River), taken possession of their territory, and are poised to cross the Jordan and enter 

the Promised Land. In this way the book shows how the promises to the patriarchs 

are being fulfilled (see Key Themes). 

Key Themes 

The theme of the Pentateuch is the gradual fulfillment of the promises to the 

patriarchs, and Numbers makes a notable contribution to the exposition of that theme. 

There are four elements to the patriarchal promise set out first in Genesis 12:1–3: (1) 

land, (2) many descendants, (3) covenant relationship with God, and (4) blessing to 

the nations. These four aspects of the promise all play a role in Numbers. 

1. The land. The land of Canaan is the goal of the book of Numbers. It is broached in 

the first chapter, where a census is taken of all the men who are able to go to war. 

Israel is being prepared to fight for the land. Chapter 10 sees them setting out from 

Sinai, led by the fire of God’s presence. Chapter 13 relates their arrival at the southern 

border of the land and the mission of the spies. The spies’ gloomy report causes Israel 

to lose heart about the land, and God sentences them to wander for 40 years in the 

wilderness. But the second half of the book shows the people again on the move 

toward the land, overcoming opposition and reaching the eastern border of Canaan, 

marked by the Jordan River (ch. 34). The last word from God in the book is both a 

command and a promise: each of the tribes of the people of Israel shall hold on to  its 

own inheritance (36:9). 

2. Descendants. Abraham had been promised that his descendants would be as many 

as the stars of heaven (Gen. 15:5). Jacob’s family consisted of just 70 persons when he 

entered Egypt (Gen. 46:27). Now they have increased immensely. The first census 

showed that the fighting men numbered 603,550. That did not include women and 
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children. Surveying their camp from a hilltop, Balaam declared, “Who can count the 

dust of Jacob or number the fourth part of Israel?” (Num. 23:10). Balaam went on to 

predict that Israel would become a powerful kingdom in its own right: “a star shall 

come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel” (24:17). 

3. Covenant relationship with God. The essence of the covenant was, “You shall be my 

people, and I will be your God.” The Lord’s presence with Israel is constantly brought 

out in the book of Numbers. There are the dramatic manifestations of his presence in 

the cloud that guided them or that appeared at moments of crisis (e.g., 9:15–23; 14:10). 

Then the design of the tabernacle and the harsh measures to be taken against intruders 

all emphasized the reality of God’s holy presence (3:38). On the other hand, Israel was 

expected to trust God’s promises and obey his laws. Failure to do so resulted in death 

for the individual and sometimes for large groups (e.g., 15:32–36; 25:6–9). Even Moses 

forfeited his right to enter the land because of disobedience (20:10–13). But despite 

Israel’s persistent failure to keep to the law, God never forsakes them or goes back on 

his promises. They may have to wait an extra 40 years to enter the land, but eventually 

they do reach it. “The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love” (14:18). 

4. Blessing to the nations. This is the aspect of the promises that is least apparent in 

Numbers. To a greater or lesser degree, the nations that Israel encounters are all 

hostile: the Edomites refuse Israel passage; the Moabites try to have Israel cursed; 

Sihon and Og attack them and are defeated (chs. 21–22). Nevertheless Balaam recalls 

the phrasing of Genesis 12:3 when he says, “Blessed are those who bless you, and 

cursed are those who curse you” (Num. 24:9). The implication is that nations who treat 

Israel generously by blessing her will themselves be blessed. 

Place in the Bible 

The events of Numbers are often mentioned elsewhere in Scripture. Its episodes are 

taken as showcase examples of Israel’s sinfulness and God’s reaction to it. 

Deuteronomy relates the story of the spies (Numbers 13–14) to remind the new 

generation not to repeat the unbelief of their parents, who, having reached the border 

of Canaan, refused to enter it (Deut. 1:19–32). The book of Ezekiel draws on the laws 

of Numbers to demonstrate the guilt of Jerusalem and explain why it deserved to be 

destroyed. The Psalms refer to incidents from the wilderness wanderings (e.g., Ps. 

95:8–11; 135:10–12), and Psalms 105 and 106 relate the story in more detail. The 

priestly blessing (Num. 6:24–26) seems to have inspired various psalmists (see Psalms 

67, 120–134). These episodes are used both as reminders of God’s goodness in the past 

(e.g., Ps. 136:16–22) and to encourage future loyalty to the law (Ps. 105:45). 
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The NT also draws on Numbers to make similar points for the Christian church. John 

1:14 speaks of the Word dwelling (lit., “tabernacling”) among believers.  John 

3:14 refers to the serpent Moses set up (Num. 21:4–9) as imaging Christ on the cross. 

Both Jude 11 and Revelation 2:14 see Balaam’s error as a danger facing the early 

church. But it is the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:2–11 who makes the most use of 

Numbers. After mentioning the water and manna God had supplied in the wilderness 

(Num. 11:11–35; 20:2–13), he continues, “Nevertheless, with most of them God was 

not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness [Numbers 11; 14; 16–17]. Now 

these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 

Do not be idolaters as some of them were. … We must not indulge in sexual 

immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day 

[Numbers 25]. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did … and were 

destroyed by the Destroyer [21:5–9]. Now these things happened to them as an 

example, but they were written down for our instruction.” 

Parallels between Exodus and Numbers 

Ex. 18:1 Advice from Moses’ 

father-in-law 

Advice from Moses’ 

father-in-law 

Num. 10:29  

Ex. 15:22 Three-day journey to 

Sinai 

Three-day journey 

from Sinai 

Num. 10:33  

Ex. 15:22–26 Complaint about water Unspecified complaint Num. 11:1–3  

Exodus 16 Manna and quail Manna and quail Num. 11:4–15, 31–

35 

Exodus 18 Leaders appointed to 

assist Moses 

Leaders appointed to 

assist Moses 

Num. 11:16–30  

Ex. 15:20–21 Miriam’s song of praise Miriam and Aaron 

rebel 

Numbers 12  

Ex. 17:8–16 Israel defeats Amalek Israel defeated by 

Amalek 

Num. 14:39–45  

Ex. 17:1–7 Water from rock Water from rock Num. 20:1–13  

Ex. 32:6 People sacrifice to other 

gods 

People sacrifice to 

other gods 

Num. 25:2  

Ex. 32:27 Killing of apostates 

demanded 

Killing of apostates 

demanded 

Num. 25:5  
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Ex. 32:28–29 Levites’ status enhanced Levites’ (Phinehas’s) 

status enhanced 

Num. 25:6–13  

Ex. 32:35 Plague on the people Plague on the people Num. 25:9  

 

History of Salvation Summary 

Numbers continues the story of God’s people, following them from Mount Sinai to 

the verge of the Jordan River. The book shows the steadfast purpose of God to fashion 

a people for himself who will display his image to the world, and out of which his 

appointed Savior will arise. The unfaithfulness of the members of that people puts 

God’s steadfastness to the test; but whereas the unfaithful members suffer God’s 

punishment, the people as a whole are preserved and shaped. (For an explanation of 

the “History of Salvation,” see the Overview of the Bible. See also History of Salvation 

in the Old Testament: Preparing the Way for Christ.) 

Literary Features 

The overall genre of the book of Numbers is the historical chronicle. The largest 

quantity of material is narrative, and these parts require the usual attention to plot, 

character, and setting. Specific narrative types are also important. Numbers especially 

uses the travel story, with prominent motifs of conflict, danger, adventure, suspense, 

and testing. The travel story in Numbers begins as a quest story and ends as a story 

of wilderness wandering because of the sinfulness of the nation. The presence of 

Moses as a heroic leader makes the story a hero story as well. 

Narrative accounts for only half of the book, however. The narrative sections alternate 

regularly with lists and collections of laws (comprising a religious instruction 

manual). Numbers is based on a predictable rhythm back and forth between sections 

of lists, instructions, and regulations on the one hand, and narrative material on the 

other (see diagram). The non-narrative units should not be read as interruptions of the 

narrative, but as complementary material in a historical chronicle. The law-giving 

sections are often phrased in quasi-narrative terms as what God told Moses, following 

the formula “the LORD spoke to Moses.” Additionally, the sections of regulations can 

be viewed as telling the “story” (though not in narrative form) of a nation’s religious 

practices. The religious rituals and sacrifices express religious truths in visual form. 

As a story of national destiny, Numbers also has the character of an epic. Moses is the 

epic hero who is representative of the nation. The main antagonists in the story of the 

nation are: (1) the physical locales in which the traveling group finds itself; (2) other 
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nations with whom the Israelites come into contact; and (3) the nation itself (often in 

conflict with its leader, Moses). The dominant narrative motif is (to use John Milton’s 

formula in Paradise Lost) “supernal grace contending with sinfulness of men.” 

The Large Numbers in the Pentateuch 

The census lists recorded in Numbers 1 and 26 have been a matter of considerable 

debate among scholars since the early 1900s. The grand total of warriors recorded 

in Numbers 1:46 comes to 603,550—which is the same number recorded in the first 

census (Ex. 38:26), and very similar to the number in the third census recorded 

in Numbers 26:51, which was taken nearly 40 years after the first census in Numbers. 

Since these totals include only male warriors between the ages of 20 and 60 (excluding 

women, children, and older men), 603,550 warriors would suggest a total population 

of something more than 2 million. 

The Problem. Three main problems have been raised regarding whether the actual 

number of Israelites who were delivered from Egypt and led by Moses through the 

wilderness for 40 years could have been this large. The first objection (1) suggests that 

it is difficult to imagine how so many people (more than 2 million) could have 

survived for 40 years in the wilderness, including their highly organized encampment 

around the tabernacle and their frequent relocation during these years. Though this 

certainly would not be impossible—given the fact of God’s miraculous provision of 

manna, quail, and water, and given the cloud of God’s presence—the sudden influx 

of such a large population would nonetheless have been difficult to assimilate into 

this geographic area. A second objection (2) suggests that the archaeological evidence 

for the overall population of the Promised Land just after the exodus seems to be well 

below 3 million. Related to this, other texts (e.g., Ex. 23:29–30; Deut. 7:6–7, 21) suggest 

that there were not enough Israelites to take possession of the Promised Land all at 

once. A third objection (3) suggests that some of the numbers in general seem to reflect 

mathematical oddities (most figures are rounded to even 100s) and that the ratio of 

adult males to firstborn males seems quite large (27 to 1). 

Proposed Solutions. Briefly stated, the proposed solutions may be summarized under 

the following four explanations: 

1. The figures should be taken at face value. In this case, it is assumed that the people were 

sustained, protected, and led by God’s miraculous provision and presence during the 

40 years in the wilderness; that the Promised Land was more fertile in ancient times; 

and that the number of firstborn sons (22,273; see Num. 3:43) corresponds to the 

number who were born during the 13-month period since the exodus. Those who 
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support this position argue that the author of Numbers seems to be taking the 

numbers at face value, since they all add up correctly even when different methods of 

tabulation are used (cf. 1:46 with 2:32). 

2. The figures should be taken at face value but they correspond to the population of Israel at 

a later date, possibly in the time of David. This suggestion, advocated mainly in the mid-

twentieth century, has lost favor, largely because it does not correspond well with the 

apparent population in the time of David. Also, the tribes of Simeon had already been 

merged with the tribe of Judah in David’s time, whereas the two tribes are clearly 

distinct in the lists in Numbers 1 and 26. 

3. The numbers were changed due to scribal misunderstanding. This view suggests that the 

numbers were originally much smaller, but that larger numbers were substituted later 

due to scribal misunderstanding of the Hebrew word ’elep, which can be translated 

either as “thousand” or “group” or “clan.” Thus it has been proposed that a number 

that now appears in Hebrew as 46,500 (1:21) originally meant 46 groups totaling 500 

persons. Following this hypothesis, there would have been a total of 598 families, with 

a total of 5,550 male warriors, yielding a total population of about 20,000. This 

hypothesis, however, presents other difficulties, as do other similar proposals based 

on the meaning of the Hebrew word ’elep, one of which yields an estimated population 

of 140,000 and another that proposes a total population of 72,000. Those who support 

this general line of argument agree that it still needs refinement. They also agree that 

there is no one-size-fits-all solution for every OT case of what may seem to be very 

large numbers. 

4. The numbers are symbolic. Two variations on the symbolic view are: (1) that the 

figures are based on “gematria,” that is, the symbolic numerical value given to each 

of the letters in the Hebrew alphabet; or (2) that the figures correspond in a symbolic 

way to astronomical periods associated with the 12 tribes of Israel. Though some have 

argued that astronomical symbolism is hinted at in Joseph’s dream (by the way in 

which the sun, moon, and 11 stars bowed down to Joseph), it is difficult to apply this 

symbolism in a comprehensive and consistent way. 

Summary. Since these numbers claim to be census figures, the natural presupposition 

is that they are to be taken at face value. And although this presupposition is not 

without its difficulty, there is no obvious solution to the problems posed by these 

census figures. In any case, the theological message of this section in Numbers is 

clear—namely, (1) that every eligible adult male in Israel must be prepared and 

committed to fight in the Lord’s army, and (2) that all the people of Israel who were 

delivered from Egypt are the elect people of God, but they must confirm God’s choice 
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by their wholehearted participation in the realization of their calling (see further  Ex. 

32:32–33; Ps. 87:6; Isa. 4:3; Dan. 12:1; Mal. 3:16). 

Journeys in the Wilderness 

c. 1446 B.C. 

The book of Numbers details the Israelites’ experience in the wilderness as they 

journeyed from Mount Sinai to Canaan. As with the exodus, it is difficult to establish 

the exact route that the Israelites took, but it is generally believed that they headed 

east from Mount Sinai until they reached the Red Sea, where they turned northward 

to the top of the gulf and on to Kadesh-barnea. 
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Outline 

Numbers consists of three major blocks of material describing the events and laws 

associated with three centers where Israel encamped for a significant time. These 

centers are Sinai (chs. 1–10), Kadesh (chs. 13–19), and the plains of Moab (chs. 22–36). 

They are linked by two short travelogues recording what occurred as Israel journeyed 

from one camp to the next. 

 

I. Israel Prepares to Enter the Land (1:1–10:10) 

A. The first census (1:1–46) 

B. The responsibilities of the Levites (1:47–54) 

C. Israel in camp and on the march (2:1–34) 

D. Two censuses of the Levites (3:1–4:49) 

1. Census of all male Levites (3:1–51) 

1. The sons of Aaron (3:1–4) 

2. The duties of the Levites (3:5–10) 

3. Reason for the Levitical census (3:11–13) 

4. The clans’ numbers, positions, and responsibilities (3:14–

39) 

5. Redemption of the firstborn (3:40–51) 

2. Census of mature Levites (4:1–49) 

1. The tasks of the Kohathites (4:1–20) 

2. The tasks of the Gershonites (4:21–28) 

3. The tasks of the Merarites (4:29–33) 

4. The results of the second census (4:34–49) 

E. Cleansing the camp (5:1–6:27) 

1. Exclusion of the unclean from the camp (5:1–4) 
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2. Atonement for perjury (5:5–10) 

3. Test of suspected adultery (5:11–31) 

4. Rules for Nazirites (6:1–21) 

1. Definition of a Nazirite (6:1–6) 

2. Nazirites and uncleanness (6:7–12) 

3. Completion of a Nazirite vow (6:13–20) 

4. Summary of the law (6:21) 

5. The priestly blessing (6:22–27) 

F. Offerings for the tabernacle (7:1–89) 

G. The lampstand (8:1–4) 

H. The dedication of the Levites (8:5–22) 

I. The retirement of the Levites (8:23–26) 

J. The second Passover (9:1–5) 

K. The delayed Passover (9:6–14) 

L. The moving cloud (9:15–23) 

M. The silver trumpets (10:1–10) 

II. Marching from Sinai to Kadesh (10:11–12:16) 

A. Israel strikes camp at Sinai (10:11–28) 

B. Request to Hobab to accompany Israel (10:29–32) 

C. Three protests (11:1–12:16) 

1. Taberah (11:1–3) 

2. Kibroth-hattaavah (11:4–35) 

3. The uniqueness of Moses (12:1–16) 

III. Forty Years near Kadesh (13:1–19:22) 

A. The mission of the spies and the national rebellion (13:1–14:45) 

1. Spies sent out (13:1–16) 

2. Mission accomplished (13:17–24) 

3. The spies’ report of their mission (13:25–33) 

4. The people’s reaction (14:1–12) 
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5. Moses’ plea for forgiveness (14:13–19) 

6. God’s response to Moses’ prayer (14:20–35) 

7. Death of the faithless spies (14:36–38) 

8. An unsuccessful attempt at conquest (14:39–45) 

B. The law-giving at Kadesh (15:1–41) 

1. Meal, oil, and wine to accompany sacrifice (15:1–16) 

2. The dough offering (15:17–21) 

3. Sacrifices for unintentional sins (15:22–31) 

4. A sabbathbreaker executed (15:32–36) 

5. Tassels on clothes (15:37–41) 

C. The rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (16:1–50) 

1. The complaints of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (16:1–15) 

2. The death of the Kohathite supporters of Korah (16:16–19, 35–40) 

3. The death of the ringleaders and their families (16:20–34) 

4. Judgment averted by Aaron (16:41–50) 

D. Aaron’s blossoming staff (17:1–13) 

E. Duties and privileges of priests and Levites (18:1–32) 

1. Guard duties in and around the tabernacle (18:1–7) 

2. The priests’ income (18:8–20) 

3. The Levites’ income (18:21–24) 

4. The tithe of the tithe (18:25–32) 

F. Cleansing from death (19:1–22) 

1. The recipe for producing the cleansing ash (19:1–10) 

2. The cleansing procedure (19:11–22) 

IV. Marching from Kadesh to the Plains of Moab (20:1–21:35) 

A. Regrouping at Kadesh (20:1) 

B. Rebellion at Meribah (20:2–13) 

C. Encounter with Edom (20:14–21) 

D. The death of Aaron (20:22–29) 
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E. First victory over the Canaanites (21:1–3) 

F. The bronze snake (21:4–9) 

G. Through Transjordan (21:10–20) 

H. Victory over Sihon (21:21–30) 

I. The campaign against Og, king of Bashan (21:31–35) 

V. Israel in the Plains of Moab (22:1–36:13) 

A. Balak, Balaam, and Israel (22:1–24:25) 

1. Balak summons Balaam (22:1–6) 

2. Balaam turns down Balak’s first invitation (22:7–14) 

3. Balaam accepts Balak’s second invitation (22:15–21) 

4. The donkey and the angel (22:22–35) 

5. Balak greets Balaam (22:36–40) 

6. Balaam blesses Israel three times (22:41–24:14) 

1. The first blessing (22:41–23:12) 

2. The second blessing (23:13–30) 

3. The third blessing (24:1–14) 

7. Balaam’s final oracle (24:15–19) 

8. Three cryptic predictions (24:20–25) 

B. Apostasy at Peor (25:1–18) 

C. The second census (26:1–65) 

D. Laws for the land (27:1–30:16) 

1. The daughters of Zelophehad (27:1–11) 

2. Joshua commissioned as Moses’ successor (27:12–23) 

3. Calendar of public sacrifices (28:1–29:40) 

1. The daily offering (28:1–8) 

2. The Sabbath offerings (28:9–10) 

3. The new moon sacrifices (28:11–15) 

4. The Feast of Unleavened Bread (28:16–25) 

5. The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) (28:26–31) 
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6. The first day of the seventh month (29:1–6) 

7. The Day of Atonement (29:7–11) 

8. The Feast of Booths (29:12–38) 

9. Clarification and summary (29:39–40) 

4. The obligations of vows (30:1–16) 

1. Men and vows (30:1–2) 

2. Women and vows (30:3–5) 

3. Vows made by a woman before her marriage (30:6–8) 

4. Widows and divorcees (30:9) 

5. Vows made by a woman after her marriage (30:10–16) 

E. Retribution on Midian (31:1–54) 

1. The Lord’s campaign of vengeance against Midian (31:1–12) 

2. Moses’ anger with his officers (31:13–18) 

3. Purification for uncleanness (31:19–24) 

4. Dividing the spoils (31:25–47) 

5. Head count and atonement (31:48–54) 

F. The settlement in Transjordan (32:1–42) 

G. Summary of Israel’s journey from Egypt to Canaan (33:1–56) 

H. The boundaries of Canaan (34:1–15) 

1. The southern border (34:1–5) 

2. The western border (34:6) 

3. The northern border (34:7–9) 

4. The eastern border (34:10–15) 

I. The distributors of the land (34:16–29) 

J. Cities for the Levites (35:1–8) 

K. The cities of refuge (35:9–34) 

1. The selection and purpose of these cities (35:9–15) 

2. Homicide that warrants the death penalty (35:16–21) 

3. Homicide that does not deserve death (35:22–29) 
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4. Final points (35:30–34) 

L. Zelophehad’s daughters marry (36:1–13)1 

 

 
1 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (pp. 257–264). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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