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1 H.L. ELLISON 

 

Henry Leopold Ellison (1903 – 1983), usually cited as H. L. Ellison, was a biblical scholar, 

professor, missionary, speaker, and author in the 1900s. His parents were Leopold 

Zeckhausen and Sara Jane Ellison. His father, being a Jewish Believer, was a missionary 

to the Jews throughout Europe. He and his brother, Christian (a missionary in China), 

changed their last names from Zeckhausen to Ellison in 1925 to better assimilate into 

British society.  

Following in his father's footsteps, Ellison was an Anglican missionary to the Jews in 

Europe in the late 1920s and '30s. However, after receiving Believer's Baptism, he was 

kicked out of the Church of England. Upon his return to Britain, he held many positions 

in the academic realm as a respected Old Testament scholar and became associated with 

the Open Brethren.1 Ellison was a friend and colleague of F. F. Bruce. 
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1 The Open Brethren, sometimes called Christian Brethren, are a group of Evangelical Christian churches 

that arose in the late 1820s as part of the Assembly Movement. They originated in Ireland before 

spreading throughout the British Isles, and today they have an estimated 26,000 assemblies worldwide. 
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