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ROBERT M. BOWMAN AND KENNETH D. BOA 

 

The purpose of developing a Christian view of the world is not merely to evaluate and 

judge the world, but to change it. By our actions each of us—each human being—is 

changing the world in which we live. Ultimately, Jesus Christ will introduce a radical 

change to our world when he comes in glory. But until that time, he is using his people 

to change the world. This indeed happens one person at a time, but it also happens one 

family at a time, or one school at a time, or one church at a time, or even one nation at a 

time. Wherever you are, you have an opportunity to participate in changing the world 

for Jesus Christ. 

The place to begin, of course, is with ourselves. The gospel of salvation by grace which is 

basic to the Christian worldview teaches us that before we can change the world for 

Christ, we must ourselves be changed by Christ. We must trust in him to bring us into a 

relationship with the Father (John 14:6) and to begin making us into sons and daughters 

of God who mirror the love of God’s eternal Son Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:29). In this age of 

the gospel, God is not calling together mere servants or “employees” to work for him, but 

is raising up children who will participate in the “family business” out of a sense of love 

and mutual commitment. 

Essential to changing our world is changing our view of the world and then living in light 

of the new vision. God, as a loving Father, has given us his word in the Bible to enable us 

to see the world as he would have us see it. As the world changes around us, we need to 

assess those changes in light of Scripture, as well as to assess our own understanding of 

Scripture in the light of new ideas and new perspectives. In this book we have tried to 

provide a sampling of the issues facing us as Christians seeking to understand our 

changing world according to God’s word. 

Where do we go from here? Each of needs to make a commitment to participating in the 

work of God’s family in whatever context and through whatever opportunities he opens 

up to us. God calls scientists, psychologists, philosophers, theologians, ministers, 

missionaries, historians, physicians, educators, attorneys, politicians, artists, mothers, 

and fathers—people of all professions, of all races, of both sexes, and of all nations—to 

use the gifts God has given them to make a difference where they are. We need to 

encourage young Christian men and women to pursue excellence in their professions, to 

look for ways in which they can make a difference. 
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Wherever we are and whatever roles we fill in life, part of living in light of the Christian 

world view is learning to communicate Christian faith and values to others and to defend 

them when they are challenged. Whether we are mothers or fathers answering the many 

difficult questions our children ask us, or students taking classes that raise troubling or 

complex issues, or workers at our job engaging in conversations over lunch with people 

of other religions or lifestyles, all of us will face challenges to our Christian convictions. 

If we are to meet these challenges effectively for Christ, we must take seriously our calling 

to “be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in 

you” (1 Peter 3:15). In turn this means that we must commit ourselves to the lifelong 

mission of learning and growing in our understanding of Christian faith and values and 

their application to the changing world in which we live. It is our hope that this book has 

helped you in that mission.1 

 

 
1 Boa, K. D., & Bowman, R. M., Jr. (1997). An unchanging faith in a changing world: 

understanding and responding to critical issues that Christians face today (pp. 417–419). 

Nashville, TN: Oliver Nelson. 
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