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Genesis: The Book of Beginnings 
John Phillips 

 

PART ONE 

The Beginnings of the Human Race 

Primeval History  

(Genesis 1:1–11:32) 

 

Chapter 1—The Creation (1:1–2:25) 

 I. The Introduction (1:1) 

 II. The Narration (1:2–31) 

 A. How Life Was Established on Earth (1:2–13) 

 1. Prevailing Chaos Described (1:2) 

 2. Prevailing Chaos Dispelled (1:3–13) 

 a. Darkness Dispelled (1:3–5) 

 b. Disorder Dispelled (1:6–10) 

 (1) The Clouds Raised (1:6–8) 

 (2) The Continents Raised (1:9–10) 

 c. Deadness Dispelled (1:11–13) 

 B. How Law Was Established on Earth (1:14–31) 

 1. The Heavenly Bodies Commanded to Rule (1:14–19) 

 2. The Human Beings Created to Rule (1:20–31) 

 a. Man’s Domains Prepared for Him (1:20–25) 

 b. Man’s Domains Presented to Him (1:26–31) 

 (1) How God Created Adam (1:26–27) 

 (2) How God Crowned Adam (1:28–31) 

 (a) A Posterity (1:28a) 

 (b) A Position (1:28b) 

 (c) A Possession (1:29–31) 

 III. The Conclusion (2:1–7) 

 A. God Resting (2:1–3) 

 1. The Creation Complete (2:1) 

 2. The Creator Content (2:2–3) 
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 B. God Reviewing (2:4–7) 

 1. Astronomy Reviewed (2:4) 

 2. Agronomy Reviewed (2:5–6) 

 3. Anthropology Reviewed (2:7) 

 IV. The Consummation (2:8–25) 

 A. Adam’s Home (2:8–17) 

 1. Somewhere Ideal to Dwell (2:8–14) 

 2. Something Ideal to Do (2:15–17) 

 a. A Specific Task (2:15) 

 b. A Sacred Trust (2:16–17) 

 (1) Stated as Pleasantly as Possible (2:16) 

 (2) Stated as Plainly as Possible (2:17) 

 B. Adam’s Helpmeet (2:18–25) 

 1. Adam’s Desire Foreseen by God (2:18) 

 2. Adam’s Desire Fostered by God (2:19–20) 

 3. Adam’s Desire Fulfilled by God (2:21–25) 

 a. The Making of the Woman for Adam (2:21–22a) 

 b. The Marriage of the Woman to Adam (2:22b–25) 

 (1) The Marriage Vision (2:22b) 

 (2) The Marriage Vow (2:23–24) 

 (3) The Marriage Virtue (2:25) 

 

Chapter 2—The Curse (3:1–4:15) 

 I. The Fallen Race (3:1–24) 

 A. Man’s Fall (3:1–8) 

 1. The Subtlety of the Serpent (3:1–6) 

 a. The Appeal to Eve’s Intellect (3:1b–5) 

 (1) The Doubt (3:1b–3) 

 (2) The Denial (3:4) 

 (3) The Delusion (3:5) 

 b. The Appeal to Adam’s Emotions (3:6) 

 (1) Turn the Look to Lust 

 (2) Turn the Desire to Decision 

 (3) Turn the Choice into a Chain 

 (4) Turn the Sinner into a Seducer 

 2. The Success of the Serpent (3:7–8) 

 a. The Plight of Adam and Eve (3:7) 
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 b. The Flight of Adam and Eve (3:8) 

 B. Man’s Future (3:9–24) 

 1. Adam Summoned (3:9) 

 2. Adam Searched (3:10–13) 

 a. His Explanation (3:10) 

 b. His Excuse (3:11–12) 

 c. His Example (3:13) 

 3. Adam Sentenced (3:14–19) 

 a. War (3:14–15) 

 b. Woe (3:16) 

 c. Work (3:17–19) 

 (1) Unrewarding Toil (3:17–19a) 

 (2) Unrelenting Terror (3:19b) 

 4. Adam Saved (3:20–24) 

 a. God’s Grace on Man’s Behalf (3:20–21) 

 (1) Adam’s Confession (3:20) 

 (2) Adam’s Covering (3:21) 

 b. God’s Government on Man’s Behalf (3:22–24) 

 II. The First False Religion (4:1–15) 

 A. The False Inference of Cain’s Religion (4:1–7) 

 1. A Purely Human Scheme (4:1–2) 

 2. A Purely Human Sacrifice (4:3–4) 

 3. A Purely Human Satisfaction (4:5–7) 

 B. The Fierce Intolerance of Cain’s Religion (4:8–15) 

 1. Characterized by Force (4:8) 

 2. Characterized by Falsehood (4:9) 

 3. Characterized by Futility (4:10–12) 

 4. Characterized by Fear (4:13–15) 

 

Chapter 3—The Catastrophe (4:16–9:29) 

 I. A World Fast Ripening for Judgment (4:16–6:22) 

 A. God’s Assessment of Those Times (4:16–6:7) 

 1. The Ungodly (4:16–24) 

 a. Their Indifference to God (4:16–17) 

 (1) Indifference to His Person (4:16) 

 (2) Indifference to His Paradise (4:17) 

 b. Their Independence of God (4:18–24) 
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 (1) Moral Disorder (4:19) 

 (2) Marvelous Discovery (4:20–22) 

 (a) Marketing—Jabal (4:20) 

 (b) Music—Jubal (4:21) 

 (c) Metallurgy—Tubal—Cain (4:22) 

 (3) Militant Defiance (4:23–24) 

 2. The Unworldly (4:25–5:32) 

 a. How the New Seed Commenced (4:25–5:5) 

 (1) A New Birth (4:25–26) 

 (2) A New Book (5:1–5) 

 b. How the New Seed Continued (5:6–32) 

 (1) The Patriarchs (5:6–20) 

 (2) The Prophets (5:21–32) 

(a) A Witness to God’s Presence—Enoch (5:21–24) 

(b) A Witness to God’s Patience—Methuselah (5:25–27) 

(c) A Witness to God’s Peace—Lamech (5:28–31) 

(d) A Witness to God’s Purposes—Noah (5:32) 

3. The Unruly (6:1–7) 

a. Their Great Apostasy (6:1–3) 

(1) The Final Expression of the Perversion of Man (6:1–2) 

(2) The Final Exhaustion of the Patience of God (6:3) 

b. Their Godless Activity (6:4) 

c. Their Growing Anarchy (6:5–7) 

(1) God’s Discernment (6:5) 

(2) God’s Disappointment (6:6) 

(3) God’s Decision (6:7) 

B. God’s Answer to Those Times (6:8–22) 

1. A Man (6:8–13) 

a. Energized by God (6:8–10) 

(1) He Was Forgiven (6:8) 

(2) He Was Faithful (6:9) 

(3) He Was Fruitful (6:10) 

b. Enlightened by God (6:11–13) 

(1) God Reviewing the Earth (6:11–12) 

(2) God Revealing His Wrath (6:13) 

2. A Plan (6:14–22) 

a. Finished Work of Christ (6:14–16) 

b. Faithful Word of God (6:17–22) 

II. A World Finally Relinquished to Judgment (7:1–24) 
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A. The Deliverance of the Godly (7:1–9) 

1. The Full Commitment Demanded of Noah (7:1) 

2. The Final Commission Delivered to Noah (7:2–4) 

3. The Faithful Compliance Demonstrated by Noah (7:5–9) 

B. The Destruction of the Godless (7:10–24) 

1. Its Timing (7:10–16) 

a. The Further Delay of the Judgment (7:10) 

b. The Final Dawning of the Judgment (7:11–16) 

2. Its Totality (7:17–24) 

a. The Extent of the Flood (7:17–20) 

b. The Execution by the Flood (7:21–24) 

III. A World Freshly Recovered from Judgment (8:1–9:29) 

A. Noah Tarrying (8:1–5) 

1. While God Remembered (8:1–2) 

2. While the Flood Receded (8:3) 

3. While the Ark Rested (8:4–5) 

B. Noah Testing (8:6–14) 

1. What Noah Sought (8:6–12) 

2. What Noah Saw (8:13–14) 

C. Noah Trusting (8:15–9:17) 

1. The Lord’s Command to Noah (8:15–19) 

a. The Command Heard (8:15–17) 

b. The Command Heeded (8:18–19) 

2. The Lord’s Covenant With Noah (8:20–9:17) 

a. God Spoke Secretly (8:20–22) 

b. God Spoke Sovereignly (9:1–17) 

(1) The General Provisions of the Covenant (9:1–7) 

(2) The Great Provision of the Covenant (9:8–17) 

(a) Its Substance (9:8–12) 

(b) Its Sign (9:13–17) 

D. Noah Toiling (9:18–23) 

1. Noah the Father (9:18–19) 

2. Noah the Farmer (9:20) 

3. Noah the Failure (9:21–23) 

E. Noah Testifying (9:24–29) 

1. By Lip (9:24–27) 

2. By Life (9:28–29) 
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Chapter 4—The Coalition (10:1–11:32) 

 

 I. Divine Government (10:1–11:9) 

A. The Completeness of Man’s Dispersal (10:1–32) 

1. The Japhetic Races (10:1–5) 

a. Introduction (10:1) 

b. The Founders (10:2) 

c. The Families (10:3–5) 

2. The Hamitic Races (10:6–20) 

a. Notable Names (10:6–7) 

b. Notorious Nimrod (10:8–12) 

c. Near Neighbors (10:13–20) 

3. The Semitic Races (10:21–32) 

a. The Royal Line (10:21–25) 

b. The Related Line (10:26–31) 

c. Conclusion (10:32) 

B. The Cause of Man’s Dispersal (11:1–9) 

1. Their Materials (11:1–3) 

2. Their Method (11:4a) 

3. Their Motive (11:4b) 

4. Their Mistake (11:5–9) 

II. Divine Grace (11:10–32) 

A. Abram’s Family Tree (11:10–26) 

B. Abram’s Family Ties (11:27–32) 

1. Abram the Person (11:27–30) 

2. Abram the Pilgrim (11:31–32) 

a. The First Step (11:31a) 

b. The First Stop (11:31b–32) 

 

 

PART TWO 

The Beginnings of the Hebrew Race 

Patriarchal History  

(Genesis 12:1–50:26) 

Chapter 5—The Progenitor: Abraham (12:1–25:18) 
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 I. The Path of Faith (12:1–20) 

A. Abram Believing (12:1–9) 

1. Finding the Path of Faith (12:1–4) 

a. A Statement of Faith (12:1–3) 

b. A Step of Faith (12:4) 

2. Following the Path of Faith (12:5–8) 

a. Abram Witnessing (12:5) 

b. Abram Walking (12:6a) 

c. Abram Waiting (12:6b–7) 

d. Abram Worshiping (12:8) 

3. Forsaking the Path of Faith (12:9) 

B. Abram Backsliding (12:10–20) 

1. Famine (12:10) 

2. Foreboding (12:11–12) 

3. Falsehood (12:13) 

4. Frustration (12:14–15) 

5. Flattery (12:16) 

6. Failure (12:17–20) 

II. The Price of Faith (13:1–18) 

A. The Marks of a Spiritual Man (13:1–4) 

1. Separation (13:1) 

2. Sanctification (13:2–3) 

3. Sacrifice (13:4) 

B. The Mind of a Spiritual Man (13:5–9) 

1. Worrying Circumstances (13:5–6) 

2. Wicked Neighbors (13:7) 

3. Weaker Brethren (13:8–9) 

a. Spiritual Directness (13:8a) 

b. Spiritual Discernment (13:8b) 

c. Spiritual Dignity (13:9) 

C. The Moves of a Spiritual Man (13:10–18) 

1. Restrained by God (13:10–13) 

a. Lot’s Weak Devotions 

b. Lot’s Worldly Desires (13:10) 

c. Lot’s Wrong Decisions (13:11–13) 

2. Reassured by God (13:14–16) 
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a. As to His Possessions (13:14–15) 

b. As to His Posterity (13:16) 

3. Regulated by God (13:17–18) 

III. The Power of Faith (14:1–24) 

A. The Desperate Battle (14:1–11) 

1. The Coalitions (14:1–2) 

2. The Conflict (14:3–9) 

3. The Collapse (14:10–11) 

B. The Deluded Brother (14:12) 

C. The Dynamic Believer (14:13–24) 

1. The Weakness of the Flesh (14:13) 

2. The Wisdom of the World (14:14–16) 

a. Abram Acted Swiftly (14:14) 

b. Abram Acted Sensibly (14:15) 

c. Abram Acted Successfully (14:16) 

3. The Wiles of the Devil (14:17–24) 

a. The Significant Meeting with the King of Salem (14:17–20) 

b. The Sinister Meeting with the King of Sodom (14:21–24) 

(1) The Subtle Temptation of Abram (14:21) 

(2) The Simple Testimony of Abram (14:22–24) 

IV. The Pledge of Faith (15:1–21) 

A. The Building of Abram’s Family (15:1–7) 

1. The Word of God’s Power (15:1–4) 

a. The Pledge (15:1) 

b. The Plea (15:2–3) 

c. The Plan (15:4) 

2. The Witness to God’s Power (15:5–6) 

3. The Working of God’s Power (15:7) 

B. The Basis of Abram’s Faith (15:8–12) 

1. Calvary Shadowed: He Apprehends Its Mystery (15:8–10) 

2. Calvary Shared: He Apprehends Its Misery (15:11–12) 

C. The Brightness of Abram’s Future (15:13–21) 

1. The Specific Time Involved (15:13–16) 

a. The Permissive Will of God (15:13–14) 

b. The Personal Will of God (15:15) 

c. The Preordaining Will of God (15:16) 

2. The Specific Territory Involved (15:17–21) 
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a. The Guarantee of the Land (15:17) 

b. The Greatness of the Land (15:18–21) 

V. The Pawning of Faith (16:1–16) 

A. The Test of the Silence of God (16:1–6) 

1. Abram’s Double Mind (16:1–4) 

a. The Problem (16:1) 

b. The Proposal (16:2–3) 

c. The Price (16:4) 

2. Sarai’s Deceitful Heart (16:5–6) 

a. Her Untamed Tongue (16:5) 

b. Her Untamed Temper (16:6) 

3. Hagar’s Defiant Will (16:6) 

B. The Truth of the Sovereignty of God (16:7–16) 

1. The Revelation to Hagar (16:7–12) 

a. The Coming of the Omnipresent One: A Revelation of Grace (16:7–8) 

b. The Command of the Omnipotent One: A Revelation of Government 

(16:9) 

c. The Comfort of the Omniscient One: A Revelation of Greatness (16:10–

12) 

(1) Promise (16:10–11) 

(2) Prophecy (16:12) 

2. The Response by Hagar (16:13–16) 

a. Her Verbal Expression of Faith (16:13–14) 

b. Her Vital Expression of Faith (16:15–16) 

VI. The Potential of Faith (17:1–27) 

A. How the Covenant Was Received (17:1–16) 

1. In Absolute Subjection (17:1–3) 

2. In Absolute Silence (17:4–16) 

a. The Substance of the Promise (17:4–8) 

(1) The Principle Involved 

(2) The People Involved (17:4–6) 

(3) The Period Involved (17:7) 

(4) The Place Involved (17:8) 

b. The Seal of the Promise (17:9–14) 

(1) Its Implications (17:9–11) 

(2) Its Implementation (17:12–13) 

(3) Its Importance (17:14) 

c. The Spirit of the Promise (17:15–16) 
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B. How the Covenant Was Believed (17:17–27) 

1. The Laughter of Faith (17:17) 

2. The Logic of Faith (17:18–22) 

a. The Plea for Ishmael (17:18) 

b. The Pledge for Ishmael (17:19–22) 

(1) The Reserve Clause (17:19) 

(2) The Royal Clause (17:20–22) 

3. The Life of Faith (17:23–27) 

a. A Limitless Obedience (17:23–24) 

(1) Parental Obedience (17:23a) 

(2) Patriarchal Obedience (17:23b) 

(3) Positional Obedience (17:23c) 

(4) Personal Obedience (17:24) 

b. A Limited Ordinance (17:25–27) 

(1) The State of the Rebellious Man (17:25) 

(2) The Standing of the Righteous Man (17:26–27) 

VII. The Prayer of Faith (18:1–33) 

A. The Practical Man (18:1–8) 

1. His Haste (18:1–2) 

2. His Hospitality (18:3–8) 

B. The Privileged Man (18:9–15) 

1. The Promise (18:9–10) 

2. The Problem (18:11–15) 

C. The Proved Man (18:16–22) 

1. Prospective Greatness (18:16–18) 

2. Personal Greatness (18:19) 

3. Positional Greatness (18:20–22) 

D. The Praying Man (18:23–33) 

1. Abraham’s Attitude (18:23a) 

2. Abraham’s Argument (18:23b–32) 

3. Abraham’s Assurance (18:33) 

VIII. The Position of Faith (19:1–38) 

A. The Unholy Morality of Sodom (19:1–11) 

1. A Prevalent Thing (19:1–3) 

2. A Polluted Thing (19:4–5) 

3. A Persistent Thing (19:6–9a) 

4. A Pugnacious Thing (19:9b) 
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5. A Punishable Thing (19:10–11) 

B. The Unholy Mentality of Sodom (19:12–38) 

1. Lot’s Faith Corroded (19:12–26) 

a. Lot’s Worthless Witness (19:12–14) 

b. Lot’s Weak Will (19:15–23) 

(1) His Reluctance to Start (19:15–17) 

(2) His Readiness to Stop (19:18–23) 

c. Lot’s Wayward Wife (19:24–26) 

2. Lot’s Family Corrupted (19:27–38) 

a. What He Might Have Become (19:27–29) 

b. What He Had Become (19:30–38) 

(1) Sodom’s Unbelieving Perspective (19:30–32) 

(2) Sodom’s Unblushing Practices (19:33–36) 

(3) Sodom’s Unblessed Progeny (19:37–38) 

IX. The Perils of Faith (20:1–18) 

A. The Moving Pilgrim (20:1–2) 

B. The Miserable Prophet (20:3–16) 

1. Not Readily Recognizable as a Prophet (20:3–7) 

a. Abimelech’s Lost Condition (20:3) 

b. Abimelech’s Loud Complaint (20:4–5) 

c. Abimelech’s Last Consideration (20:6–7) 

(1) Sovereignly Restrained (20:6) 

(2) Still Responsible (20:7) 

2. Not Really Regarded as a Prophet (20:8–13) 

a. His Distrustful Behavior (20:11) 

b. His Dishonest Behavior (20:12) 

c. His Disgraceful Behavior (20:13) 

3. Not Rightly Received as a Prophet (20:14–16) 

a. Abimelech Disgraced Him (20:14) 

b. Abimelech Dismissed Him (20:15) 

c. Abimelech Disdained Him (20:16) 

C. The Ministering Priest (20:17–18) 

1. The Scope of His Ministry (20:17a) 

2. The Success of His Ministry (20:17b) 

3. The Significance of His Ministry (20:18) 

X. The Prize of Faith (21:1–34) 

A. The Tremendous Miracle of Isaac (21:1–8) 
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1. His Birth Forecast (21:1–2) 

2. His Birth Fulfilled (21:3–8) 

a. Dependence (21:3–4) 

b. Development (21:5–8) 

B. The Terrible Mockery of Ishmael (21:9) 

C. The Typical Message of Sarah (21:10) 

D. The Tragic Mistake of Abraham (21:11) 

E. The Tender Mercies of God (21:12–13) 

1. His Command (21:12) 

2. His Comfort (21:13) 

F. The Tearful Misery of Hagar (21:14–21) 

1. Cast Out (21:14) 

2. Crushed Down (21:15–16) 

3. Caught Up (21:17–21) 

G. The Transparent Motives of Abimelech (21:22–34) 

1. His Plea (21:22–24) 

2. His Pledge (21:25–31) 

3. His Parting (21:32–34) 

a. Abraham Working (21:33a) 

b. Abraham Worshiping (21:33b) 

c. Abraham Waiting (21:34) 

XI. The Proof of Faith (22:1–24) 

A. The Sudden Test for Which God Had Prepared Abraham (22:1–2) 

B. The Simple Trust in Which God Had Perfected Abraham (22:3–12) 

1. The Way of the Cross (22:3–5) 

2. The Word of the Cross (22:6–8) 

3. The Work of the Cross (22:9–12) 

C. The Solemn Truth by Which God Had Protected Abraham (22:13–24) 

XII. The Patience of Faith (23:1–20) 

A. Abraham’s Grief (23:1–6) 

1. His Tears (23:1–2) 

2. His Testimony (23:3–6) 

a. A Stranger 

b. A Sojourner 

B. Sarah’s Grave (23:7–18) 
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1. Abraham’s Courtesy (23:7–8) 

2. Abraham’s Carefulness (23:8–18) 

C. Ephron’s Gift (23:19–20) 

XIII. The Precautions of Faith (24:1–67) 

A. The Wise Father (24:1–9) 

B. The Wondrous Servant (24:10–28) 

C. The Worldly Sinner (24:29–33) 

D. The Willing Saint (24:34–61) 

1. Rebekah Learning of Isaac 

2. Rebekah Longing for Isaac 

3. Rebekah Looking for Isaac 

E. The Waiting Son (24:62–67) 

XIV. The Partings of Faith (25:1–11) 

A. The Fruitful Man (25:1–4) 

1. Abraham’s Decision (25:1) 

2. Abraham’s Descendants (25:2–4) 

a. Zimran (25:2) 

b. Jokshan (25:2–3) 

c. Medan (25:2) 

d. Midian (25:2,4) 

e. Ishbak (25:2) 

f. Shuah (25:2) 

B. The Far-sighted Man (25:5–6) 

1. The Disposal of His Fortune (25:5) 

2. The Dispersal of His Family (25:6) 

C. The Full Man (25:7–11) 

1. The Measure of Abraham’s Days (25:7) 

2. The Manner of Abraham’s Death (25:8) 

3. The Matter of Abraham’s Desires (25:9–11) 

a. His Paternal Desire (25:9a) 

b. His Personal Desires (25:9b–10) 

c. His Patriarchal Desire (25:11) 

D. The Futile Man (25:12–18) 

1. Ishmael’s Family Ties (25:12–15) 

a. His Notable Birth (25:12) 
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b. His Numerous Boys (25:13–15) 

2. Ishmael’s Five Triumphs (25:16) 

a. The Great People 

b. The Great Places 

c. The Great Power 

d. The Great Princes 

e. The Great Possessions 

3. Ishmael’s Final Tragedy (25:17–18) 

a. His Sorry Decease (25:17) 

b. His Secular Desires (25:18) 

 

Chapter 6—The Pilgrim: Isaac (25:19–27:46) 

I.  Isaac and His Boys (25:19–34) 

A. The Twin Boys in the Womb (25:19–26) 

1. The Sterile Wife (25:19–21) 

a. Rebekah’s Pedigree (25:19–20) 

b. Rebekah’s Problem (25:21) 

2. The Secret War (25:22–26) 

a. The Two Natures Experienced (25:22) 

b. The Two Natures Explained (25:23) 

c. The Two Natures Exposed (25:24–26) 

B. The Twin Boys in the World (25:27–34) 

1. The Growing Conflict (25:27–28) 

a. How the Boys Developed (25:27) 

b. How the Boys Differed (25:28) 

2. The Great Confrontation (25:29–34) 

a. Esau Minded Earthly Things (25:29–34) 

(1) What He Saw (25:29) 

(2) What He Said (25:30–32) 

(3) What He Sold (25:33–34) 

b. Jacob Minded Eternal Things (25:31–34) 

(1) Family Property 

(2) Family Priesthood 

(3) Family Progenitorship 

II. Isaac and His Behavior (26:1–35) 

A. Isaac’s Walk (26:1–5) 

1. The Difficult Problem (26:1) 
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2. The Divine Prohibition (26:2a) 

3. The Definite Promise (26:2b–5) 

B. Isaacs Wife (26:6–11) 

1. The Lie Was Ready (26:6–7) 

2. The Lie Was Revealed (26:8–11) 

a. It Was Unfair (26:8–10) 

b. It Was Unnecessary (26:11) 

C. Isaac’s Wealth (26:12–16) 

1. He Was Rich (26:12–14a) 

2. He Was Resented (26:14b–16) 

D. Isaac’s Wells (26:17–22) 

1. What Isaac Recovered (26:17–18) 

2. What Isaac Realized (26:19–22) 

a. Esek: Contention (26:19–20) 

b. Sitnah: Contempt (26:21) 

c. Rehoboth: Carelessness (26:22) 

E. Isaac’s Worship (26:23–25) 

1. The Important Revelation (26:23–24) 

a. God’s Person 

b. God’s Protection 

c. God’s Presence 

d. God’s Promise 

2. The Immediate Response (26:25) 

a. In Spontaneous Worship 

b. In Spoken Word 

c. In Specific Work 

F. Isaacs Witness (26:26–33) 

1. The Approach of the Enemy (26:26–27) 

2. The Appeal of the Enemy (26:28–29) 

3. The Appeasement of the Enemy (26:30–33) 

G. Isaac’s Woe (26:34–35) 

III. Isaac and His Blessing (27:1–46) 

A. The Unspiritual Father (27:1–4) 

1. Isaac’s Concern (27:1–2) 

2. Isaac’s Carnality (27:3–4) 

a. Stubborn Enmity 

b. Sensual Exercise 
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B. The Unsurrendered Wife (27:5–10) 

1. Rebekah’s Decision (27:5–7) 

2. Rebekah’s Deceit (27:8–10) 

C. The Unscrupulous Brother (27:11–33) 

1. Jacob’s Suspicious Behavior (27:11–27) 

a. His Fear (27:11–13) 

b. His Falsehood (27:14–27) 

2. Jacob’s Stolen Blessing (27:28–33) 

a. The Content of That Blessing (27:28–29) 

b. The Confirmation of That Blessing (27:30–33) 

D. The Unsaved Son (27:34–46) 

1. Esau’s Impassioned Remorse (27:34–35) 

2. Esau’s Implacable Resentment (27:36–37) 

3. Esau’s Importunate Request (27:38–40) 

4. Esau’s Impulsive Resolve (27:41–46) 

 

Chapter 7—The Propagator: Jacob (28:1–35:29) 

 1. How God Saved Jacob (28:1–22) 

 1. Jacob’s Departure (28:1–9) 

 1. Its Immense Importance (28:1–4) 

 1. The Word of Instruction: His Wife (28:1–2) 

 2. The Word of Inspiration: His Worship (28:3–4) 

 2. Its Immediate Impact (28:5–9) 

 1. What Esau Heard (28:5–7) 

 2. What Esau Hoped (28:8–9) 

 2. Jacob’s Dream (28:10–17) 

 1. The Far Country (28:10–11) 

 2. The Fresh Covenant (28:12–15) 

 1. What God Proved to Jacob (28:12) 

 2. What God Promised to Jacob (28:13–15) 

 3. The Firm Conviction (28:16–17) 

 3. Jacob’s Decision (28:18–22) 

 1. He Acted Promptly (28:18a) 

 2. He Acted Purposefully (28:18b–19) 

 3. He Acted Practically (28:20–22) 

 2. How God Subdued Jacob (29:1–30:43) 

 1. Jacob’s Arrival at Padan-aram (29:1–12) 

 1. Coming to the Well (29:1–3) 
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 2. Confidence at the Well (29:4–8) 

 3. Conquests by the Well (29:9–12) 

 2. Jacob’s Arrangements at Padan-aram (29:13–30:43) 

 1. The Matter of His Wives (29:13–30:24) 

 1. His Fervent Love (29:13–20) 

 2. His First Lesson (29:22–31) 

 3. His Family Life (29:32–30:24) 

 1. Reuben: The Child of Sore Distress (29:32) 

 2. Simeon: The Child of Simple Disappointment (29:33) 

 3. Levi: The Child of Spiritual Discouragement (29:34) 

 4. Judah: The Child of Splendid Destiny (29:35) 

 5. Dan: The Child of Sustained Despair (30:1–6) 

 6. Naphtali: The Child of Supposed Deliverance (30:7–8) 

 7. Gad: The Child of Sad Defeat (30:9–11) 

 8. Asher: The Child of Sudden Delight (30:12–13) 

 9. Issachar: The Child of Snappish Dislike (30:14–18) 

 10. Zebulun: The Child of Strong Defiance (30:19–20) 

 11. Dinah: The Child of Silent Dignity (30:21) 

 12. Joseph: The Child of Sweet Devotion (30:22–24) 

 3. The Matter of His Wages (30:25–43) 

 1. How Jacob’s Convictions Were Stirred (30:25–26) 

 2. How Jacob’s Convictions Were Stifled (30:27–43) 

 1. His Witness (30:27–30) 

 2. His Wages (30:31–36) 

 3. His Wiles (30:37–43) 

 3. How God Stopped Jacob (31:1–32:32) 

 1. How Old Goals Were Challenged (31:1–16) 

 1. Jacob’s Fundamental Concern (31:1–3) 

 1. The World Becomes Suddenly Menacing (31:1–2) 

 2. The Word Becomes Suddenly Meaningful (31:3) 

 2. Jacob’s Family Conference (31:4–9) 

 1. Laban’s Proved Dislike (31:4–5) 

 2. Laban’s Persistent Dishonesty (31:6–9) 

 3. Jacob’s Faithful Confession (31:10–13) 

 1. Regarding His Prosperity (31:10–12) 

 2. Regarding His Prospects (31:13) 

 4. Jacob’s Final Commitment (31:14–16) 

 2. How Old Gods Were Challenged (31:17–35) 

 1. What Laban Taught (31:17–21) 

 1. Ruthless Expediency (31:17–19a) 
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 2. Religious Error (31:19b–21) 

 2. What Laban Thought (31:22–30) 

 1. How He Met Jehovah (31:22–24) 

 2. How He Met Jacob (31:25–30) 

 3. What Laban Sought (31:31–35) 

 3. How Old Grudges Were Challenged (31:36–55) 

 1. Jacob’s Righteous Indignation (31:36–42) 

 1. At Being So Furiously Chased by Laban (31:36) 

 2. At Being So Falsely Charged by Laban (31:37–40) 

 3. At Being So Foully Cheated by Laban (31:41–42) 

 2. Jacob’s Religious Invocation (31:43–55) 

 1. The Oath: A Boundary to Laban (31:43–53) 

 2. The Offering: A Blessing to Jacob (31:54–55) 

 4. How Old Guilt Was Challenged (32:1–32) 

 1. Jacob’s Confirmation from God (32:1–2) 

 2. Jacob’s Confusion About God (32:3–23) 

 1. He Could Try Negotiation (32:3–8) 

 1. The Request (32:3–5) 

 2. The Reply (32:6) 

 3. The Reaction (32:7–8) 

 2. He Should Try Intercession (32:9–12) 

 1. He Pleads the Purposes of God (32:9) 

 2. He Pleads the Providence of God (32:10) 

 3. He Pleads the Protection of God (32:11) 

 4. He Pleads the Promises of God (32:12) 

 3. He Would Try Conciliation (32:13–23) 

 3. Jacob’s Confrontation With God (32:24–32) 

 1. Jacob Alone (32:24a) 

 2. Jacob Alive (32:24b–25a) 

 3. Jacob Altered (32:25b–32) 

 4. How God Separated Jacob (33:1–34:31) 

 1. Jacob and His Brother (33:1–16) 

 1. How Esau Found Jacob (33:1–3) 

 1. He Found a Cautious Man (33:1–2) 

 2. He Found a Courageous Man (33:3a) 

 3. He Found a Contrite Man (33:3b) 

 2. How Esau Forgave Jacob (33:4–7) 

 3. How Esau Favored Jacob (33:8–11) 

 1. By erously Refusing Jacob’s Offering (33:8–9) 

 2. By erously Receiving Jacob’s Offering (33:10–11) 
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 4. How Esau Frightened Jacob (33:12–16) 

 1. The Offer of His Presence (33:12–14) 

 2. The Offer of His Protection (33:15–16) 

 2. Jacob and His Backsliding (33:17–34:31) 

 1. Jacob’s Failure as a Pilgrim (33:17–20) 

 1. Succoth: Jacob Building (33:17) 

 2. Shalem: Jacob Buying (33:18–20) 

 2. Jacob’s Failure as a Parent (34:1–31) 

 1. The Scandal Caused by Dinah’s Behavior (34:1–7) 

 1. She Was Seen (34:1–2a) 

 2. She Was Seduced (34:2b) 

 3. She Was Sought (34:3–7) 

 1. Shechem’s Love (34:3) 

 2. Shechem’s Longing (34:4) 

 3. Shechem’s Liability (34:5–7) 

 2. The Scandal Caused by Dinah’s Brothers (34:8–31) 

 1. The Desperate Craving That Caused the Problem 

(34:8–12) 

 1. The Worldly Plan of Hamor (34:8–10) 

 ▪ —He Offered Worldly Society (34:8–9) 

 ▪ —He Offered Worldly Security (34:10a) 

 ▪ —He Offered Worldly Success (34:10b) 

 2. The Willing Pledge of Shechem (34:11–12) 

 2. The Despicable Craftiness That Characterized the 

Proceedings (34:13–24) 

 1. The Subtle Dishonesty of Simeon and Levi 

(34:13–17) 

 2. The Simpler Dishonesty of Hamor (34:18–24) 

 ▪ —How the Proposal Was Received 

(34:18–19) 

 ▪ —How the Proposal Was Recounted 

(34:20–22) 

 ▪ —How the Proposal Was Rationalized 

(34:23) 

 ▪ —How the Proposal Was Ratified (34:24) 

 3. The Dreadful Crime That Concluded the Partnership 

(34:25–29) 

 4. The Despairing Cry That Condemned the Plot (34:30–

31) 

 5. How God Sanctified Jacob (35:1–29) 
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 1. Jacob as a Believing Man (35:1–15) 

 1. Renewing Jacob’s Spiritual Vitality (35:1–4) 

 1. The Place (35:1a) 

 2. The Purpose (35:1b) 

 3. The Preparation (35:2–4) 

 2. Renewing Jacob’s Spiritual Victory (35:5) 

 3. Renewing Jacob’s Spiritual Verity (35:6–15) 

 1. His Relationship to God Confessed Anew (35:6–8) 

 2. His Relationship to God Confirmed Anew (35:9–13) 

 3. His Relationship to God Claimed Anew (35:14–15) 

 2. Jacob as a Bereaved Man (35:16–29) 

 1. Jacob Bereaved of His Favorite (35:16–26) 

 1. The Loss of Rachel (35:16–21) 

 1. Jacob’s Strange Mistake (35:16a) 

 2. Jacob’s Sudden Misery (35:16–21) 

 2. The Lust of Reuben (35:22–26) 

 1. The Hideous Act (35:21–22a) 

 2. The Hidden Ax (35:22b–26) 

 2. Jacob Bereaved of His Father (35:27–29) 

 

Chapter 8—The Provider: Joseph (36:1–47:26) 

 1. Joseph’s Background (36:1–43) 

 1. Esau’s Personal History (36:1–8) 

 1. His Immediate Family (36:1–5) 

 2. His Immense Fortune (36:6–7) 

 3. His Impregnable Fortress (36:8) 

 2. Edom’s Political History (36:9–43) 

 1. Esau’s Proy in Edom (36:9–19) 

 1. The Descendants of the Subordinate Wives (36:9–17) 

 2. The Descendants of the Special Wife (36:18–19) 

 2. Esau’s Predecessors in Edom (36:20–30) 

 3. Esau’s Preeminence in Edom (36:31–43) 

 2. Joseph’s Boyhood (37:1–11) 

 1. Joseph’s Spiritual Drive (37:1–2) 

 1. Tempted to Conform 

 2. Tempted to Conceal 

 2. Joseph’s Splendid Dress (37:3–4) 

 1. The Robe of Priesthood 

 2. The Robe of Proitorship 
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 3. The Robe of Priority 

 3. Joseph’s Spectacular Dreams (37:5–11) 

 1. Sheaves: Control over World Resources (37:5–8) 

 2. Stars: Control over World Rulers (37:9–11) 

 3. Joseph’s Betrayal (37:12–36) 

 1. How Joseph Was Sent to His Brethren (37:12–17) 

 1. The Mission Discussed (37:12–14) 

 2. The Mission Discharged (37:15–17) 

 2. How Joseph Was Seen by His Brethren (37:18–27) 

 1. The Conscious Wickedness of All (37:18–23) 

 1. Their Combined Enmity for Joseph (37:18–19) 

 2. Their Consuming Envy of Joseph (37:20, 23) 

 2. The Criminal Weakness of Reuben (37:21–22, 29–30) 

 3. The Calculating Worldliness of Judah (37:25–27) 

 3. How Joseph Was Sold by His Brethren (37:28–36) 

 1. Their Fine Bargain in Cash (37:28) 

 2. Their First Bite of Conscience (37:29–36) 

 4. Joseph’s Brother (38:1–30) 

 1. Judah and His Sons (38:1–10) 

 1. His Wayward Behavior (38:1) 

 2. His Worldly Bride (38:2–5) 

 3. His Wicked Boys (38:6–10) 

 1. The Senior One (38:6–7) 

 2. The Second One (38:8–10) 

 2. Judah and His Sins (38:11–30) 

 1. His Perverted Values (38:11–14) 

 1. His Failure to Perceive The Truth (38:11) 

 2. His Failure to Pursue the Truth (38:12) 

 3. His Failure to Practice the Truth (38:13–14) 

 2. His Personal Vileness (38:15–23) 

 1. His Unbridled Passion (38:15–16) 

 2. His Unmistakable Pledge (38:17–18) 

 3. His Unexpected Problem (38:19–23) 

 3. His Pretended Virtue (38:24–26) 

 1. What He Demanded (38:24) 

 2. What He Discovered (38:25) 

 3. What He Declared (38:26) 

 3. Judah and His Seed (38:27–30) 

 1. The Redeemed Child (38:28, 30) 

 2. The Royal Child (38:29) 
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 5. Joseph’s Bondage (39:1–40:23) 

 1. The Slave Man: Completely Trusted by a Prosperous Master (39:1–

6) 

 2. The Successful Man: Continually Tempted by a Persistent Woman 

(39:7–20) 

 3. The Slandered Man: Carefully Tested by a Patient God (39:21–40:23) 

 1. Faith Demanded of Joseph (39:21–23) 

 2. Love Displayed by Joseph (40:1–22) 

 3. Hope Deferred for Joseph (40:23) 

 6. Joseph’s Blessing (41:1–44) 

 1. The Providential Ways of God (41:1–8) 

 1. The King’s Dreams (41:1–7) 

 2. The King’s Distress (41:8) 

 2. The Perfect Wisdom of God (41:9–13) 

 1. His Perfect Timing (41:9) 

 2. His Perfect Tactics (41:10–13) 

 3. The Peerless Will of God (41:14–44) 

 1. To Present Joseph to Pharaoh (41:14–37) 

 2. To Promote Joseph Through Pharaoh (41:38–44) 

 7. Joseph’s Bride (41:45–52) 

 1. Her Favored Place (41:45–49) 

 1. Highly Exalted (41:40,45) 

 2. Highly Extolled (41:45–49) 

 2. Her Forgotten Past (41:45) 

 3. Her Faithful Part (41:50–52) 

 1. Manasseh: “Forgetting” (41:50–51) 

 2. Ephraim: “Fruitful” (41:52) 

 8. Joseph’s Brethren (41:53–47:10) 

 1. The Mystery Phase (41:53–44:34) 

 1. How Joseph’s Brethren Were Burdened (41:53–42:34) 

 1. A Predicted Famine (41:53–57) 

 1. Its Severity (41:54–56) 

 2. Its Significance (41:56–57) 

 2. A Perplexed Family (42:1–5) 

 3. A Pointing Finger (42:6–34) 

 1. Simple Ignorance (42:6–9) 

 2. Subtle Implication (42:10–17) 

 3. Self-incrimination (42:18–23) 

 4. Sore Intimidation (42:24–34) 

 2. How Joseph’s Brethren Were Bewildered (42:35–43:34) 
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 1. Jacob’s Plight (42:35–38) 

 2. Judah’s Pledge (43:1–15) 

 1. Its Sanity (43:1–8) 

 2. Its Sincerity (43:9–10) 

 3. Its Success (43:11–15) 

 3. Joseph’s Plans (43:16–34) 

 3. How Joseph’s Brethren Were Broken (44:1–34) 

 1. The Conspiracy (44:1–3) 

 2. The Confrontation (44:4–15) 

 1. Disaster Descending (44:4–12) 

 2. Discernment Dawning (44:13–15) 

 3. The Confession (44:16–34) 

 1. Judah Offering to Share the Blame (44:16–17) 

 2. Judah Offering to Shoulder the Blame (44:18–34) 

 2. The Majesty Phase (45:1–24) 

 1. The Revelation of Joseph (45:1–16) 

 1. Of His Person (45:1–3) 

 1. A Sudden Revelation (45:1) 

 2. A Sobering Revelation (45:2) 

 3. A Simple Revelation (45:3a) 

 4. A Successful Revelation (45:3b) 

 2. Of His Purposes (45:4–16) 

 1. His Purpose in Pardon (45:4–5) 

 1. He Deals with Their Guilt (45:4) 

 2. He Deals with Their Grief (45:5) 

 2. His Purpose in Provision (45:6–12) 

 1. Seeing Grace (45:6) 

 2. Saving Grace (45:7) 

 3. Sovereign Grace (45:8) 

 4. Sanctifying Grace (45:9) 

 5. Sufficient Grace (45:10–12) 

 3. His Purpose in Praise (45:13) 

 4. His Purpose in Proximity (45:14–16) 

 2. The Resources of Joseph (45:17–23) 

 1. Their Source (45:17–20) 

 2. Their Sufficiency (45:21–23) 

 3. The Request of Joseph (45:24) 

 3. The Ministry Phase (45:25–47:10) 

 1. Proposition (45:25–46:7) 

 1. Jacob’s Fears (45:25–28) 
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 1. His Fears Displayed (45:25–26) 

 2. His Fears Dissolved (25:27–28) 

 2. Jacob’s Faith (46:1–7) 

 1. Seeking the Lord (46:1) 

 2. Seeing the Lord (46:2) 

 3. Serving the Lord (46:3–7) 

 2. Propagation (46:8–30) 

 1. Jacob’s Family (46:8–27) 

 2. Jacob’s Favorites (46:28–30) 

 3. Preparation (46:31–34) 

 1. The Successful Mediator (46:31–32) 

 1. His Appearance Before Pharaoh (46:31) 

 2. His Appeal Before Pharaoh (46:32) 

 2. The Successful Minister (46:33–34) 

 1. His Plain Instructions (46:33–34a) 

 2. His Plain Intentions (46:34b) 

 4. Presentation (47:1–10) 

 1. Joseph Brought His Brethren to Pharaoh (47:1–6) 

 2. Jacob Bestowed His Blessing on Pharaoh (47:7–10) 

 9. Joseph’s Bounty (47:11–26) 

 1. Joseph’s Grace (47:11–12) 

 1. The Position He Gave His Brethren (47:11a) 

 2. The Possession He Gave His Brethren (47:11b) 

 3. The Portion He Gave His Brethren (47:12) 

 2. Joseph’s Government (47:13–22) 

 1. Purses (47:13–14) 

 2. Possessions (47:15–17) 

 3. Property (47:18–20) 

 4. Persons (47:21–22) 

 3. Joseph’s Goodness (47:23–26) 

 1. The Principle Explained (47:23–25) 

 1. Worded Very Simply (47:23–24) 

 2. Welcomed Very Sincerely (47:25) 

 2. The Principle Established (47:26) 

 

Chapter 9—Conclusion (47:27–50:26) 

 1. The Death of Jacob (47:27–50:21) 

 1. Jacob’s Foreknowledge (47:27–49:27) 

 1. The Chosen Favorite (47:27–48:22) 
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 1. Jacob’s Burial (47:27–31) 

 2. Jacob’s Bedside (48:1–6) 

 3. Jacob’s Bereavement (48:7) 

 4. Jacob’s Blindness (48:8–12) 

 5. Jacob’s Blessing (48:13–16) 

 6. Jacob’s Behavior (48:17–20) 

 7. Jacob’s Belief (48:21–22) 

 2. The Chosen Family (49:1–27) 

 1. Introduction (49:1–2) 

 2. Reuben (49:3–4) 

 1. His Unique Position (49:3) 

 2. His Unstable Personality (49:4a) 

 3. His Unscrupulous Passion (49:4b) 

 3. Simeon and Levi (49:5–7) 

 1. Their Close Brotherhood (49:5a) 

 2. Their Criminal Behavior (49:5b–6) 

 3. Their Continuing Blame (49:7) 

 4. Judah (49:8–12) 

 1. The Leader (49:8) 

 2. The Lion (49:9) 

 3. The Lord (49:10) 

 4. The Land (49:11–12) 

 5. Zebulun (49:13) 

 1. His Coastal Interests 

 2. His Commercial Interests 

 3. His Continental Interests 

 6. Issachar (49:14–15) 

 1. His Strength (49:14a) 

 2. His Satisfaction (49:14b–15a) 

 3. His Servitude (49:15b) 

 7. Dan (49:16–18) 

 1. His Position (49:16) 

 2. His Poison (49:17) 

 3. His Pardon (49:18) 

 8. Gad (49:19) 

 1. Vanquished 

 2. Victorious 

 9. Asher (49:20) 

 1. Life’s Routine Rewards 

 2. Life’s Royal Riches 
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 10. Naphtali (49:21) 

 1. His Natural Wildness 

 2. His Notable Wisdom 

 11. Joseph (49:22–26) 

 1. His Fruitfulness (49:22) 

 2. His Foes (49:23) 

 3. His Faith (49:24) 

 4. His Fullness (49:25–26) 

 12. Benjamin (49:27) 

 1. His Character 

 2. His Conquests 

 2. Jacob’s Funeral (49:28–50:21) 

 1. The Pledge (49:28–33) 

 1. Jacob’s Last Words (49:28) 

 2. Jacob’s Last Will (49:29–32) 

 3. Jacob’s Last Witness (49:33) 

 2. The Preparation (50:1–3) 

 3. The Permission (50:4–6) 

 4. The Procession (50:7–14) 

 1. The Funeral Party (50:7–9) 

 2. The Formal Proceedings (50:10–13) 

 3. The Final Parting (50:14) 

 5. The Pardon (50:15–21) 

 2. The Death of Joseph (50:22–26) 

 1. Joseph’s Dwelling (50:22) 

 2. Joseph’s Descendants (50:23) 

 3. Joseph’s Discernment (50:24) 

 4. Joseph’s Demand (50:25) 

 5. Joseph’s Decease (50:26)1 

 

 
1 Phillips, J. (1980). Exploring Genesis (pp. 11-33). Chicago: Moody Press.  
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