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Ezekiel: The Exile Prophet 
Daniel I. Block 

 

PART 1: MESSAGES OF DOOM AND GLOOM FOR JUDAH/ISRAEL (1:1–24:27) 

 I. THE CALL OF EZEKIEL TO THE PROPHETIC MINISTRY (1:1–3:27) 

A. THE SUPERSCRIPTION (1:1–3) 

B. EZEKIEL’S INAUGURAL VISION (1:4–28A) 

1. Preamble (1:4) 

2. The Living Creatures (1:5–14) 

3. The Wheels (1:15–21) 

4. The Platform and Throne (1:22–27) 

5. Concluding Colophon (1:28a) 

C. THE COMMISSIONING OF EZEKIEL (1:28B–3:11) 

1. Preamble (1:28b–2:2) 

2. The First Commissioning Speech (2:3–7) 

3. The Vision of the Scroll (2:8–3:3) 

4. The Second Commissioning Speech (3:4–11) 

D. THE PREPARATION OF EZEKIEL (3:12–15) 

E. YAHWEH’S INDUCTION SPEECH FOR EZEKIEL (3:16–21) 

F. THE INITIATION OF EZEKIEL (3:22–27) 

 II. SIGNS AND VISIONS OF WOE FOR ISRAEL/JUDAH (4:1–11:25) 

A. DRAMATIZING THE FALL OF JERUSALEM (4:1–5:17) 

1. The Dramatic Performances (4:1–5:4) 

2. The Verbal Proclamation (5:5–17) 

B. PROCLAIMING JUDGMENT AGAINST THE MOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL 

(6:1–14) 

1. Cleaning House: The Primary Announcement (6:1–10) 

2. Cleaning House: The Second Announcement (6:11–14) 

C. SOUNDING THE ALARM FOR THE LAND OF ISRAEL (7:1–27) 

1. The First Alarm (7:1–4) 

2. The Second Alarm (7:5–9) 

3. The Third Alarm (7:10–27) 
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D. ENVISIONING THE DEPARTURE OF YAHWEH (8:1–11:25) 

1. Preamble to the First Temple Vision (8:1–4) 

2. The Abominations in the Temple (8:5–18) 

3. Yahweh’s Response to the Abominations in the Temple (9:1–11) 

4. The Burning of Jerusalem and Yahweh’s Departure from the Temple 

(10:1–22) 

5. The Pot of Stew (11:1–13) 

6. The Gospel according to Ezekiel (11:14–21) 

7. Epilogue to the Temple Vision (11:22–25) 

 III. A COLLECTION OF PROPHECIES OF WOE AGAINST ISRAEL (12:1–24:27) 

A. SIGNS OF THE TIMES (12:1–20) 

1. Packed for Exile (12:1–16) 

2. A Pantomime of Horror (12:17–20) 

B. PROPHECY—TRUE AND FALSE (12:21–14:11) 

1. Two Oracles against Cynics (12:21–28) 

2. Two Oracles against Counterfeit Prophets (13:1–23) 

3. The Oracle against Prophetic Abuse (14:1–11) 

C. THE HIGH PRICE OF TREACHERY (14:12–15:8) 

1. A Lecture on Divine Justice (14:12–23) 

2. A Metaphor on Divine Judgment (15:1–8) 

D. THE ADULTEROUS WIFE: TRAMPLING UNDERFOOT THE GRACE OF 

GOD (16:1–63) 

1. The Call for Israel’s Arraignment (16:1–3a) 

2. The Indictment of Jerusalem (16:3b-34) 

3. The Sentencing of Jerusalem: The Suspension of Grace (16:35–43) 

4. Like Mother, Like Daughter: Jerusalem’s Disqualification from Grace 

(16:44–52) 

5. The Double Ray of Hope (16:53–63) 

E. MESSAGES OF SIN AND RETRIBUTION (17:1–22:31) 

1. The Eagle and the Vine: A Fable (17:1–24) 

2. Disputing the Justice of God (18:1–32) 

3. A ‘‘Lament’’ for the Davidic Dynasty (19:1–14) 

4. Rewriting Sacred History (20:1–44) 

5. The Avenging Sword of Yahweh (21:1–37 [Eng. 20:45–21:32]) 

6. Woe to the Bloody City (22:1–31) 

F. O OHOLAH! O OHOLIBAH! (23:1–49) 
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1. The Introduction of the Accused (23:1–4) 

2. The Historical Background to the Case (23:5–35) 

3. The Case against Oholah and Oholibah (23:36–49) 

G. THE BOILING CAULDRON (24:1–14) 

1. Preamble (24:1–3a) 

2. The Popular Saying (24:3b-5) 

3. The Dispute (24:6–8) 

4. The Counterthesis (24:9–13) 

5. Conclusion (24:14) 

H. THE END OF AN ERA (24:15–27) 

1. The End Is Prefigured: The Death of Ezekiel’s Wife (24:15–24) 

2. The End Is in Sight! (24:25–27)1 

 

 

PART 2: MESSAGES OF HOPE AND RESTORATION FOR JUDAH/ISRAEL (25:1–48:35) 

 I. NEGATIVE MESSAGES OF HOPE: THE ORACLES AGAINST FOREIGN 

NATIONS (25:1–32:32) 

A. ORACLES OF JUDGMENT CONCERNING THE FIVE NATIONS (25:1–28:23) 

1. Short Oracles Against Israel’s Neighbors (25:1–17) 

2. The Oracles Against Tyre (26:1–28:19) 

B. YAHWEH’S AGENDA FOR THE NATIONS (28:20–26) 

1. Yahweh’s Theological Goal (28:20–23) 

2. Yahweh’s Design for Israel (28:24–26) 

C. ORACLES OF JUDGMENT CONCERNING EGYPT (29:1–32:32) 

1. The Oracle Against Pharaoh, the Crocodile of the Nile (29:1–16) 

2. The Land of Egypt: Nebuchadrezzar’s Consolation Prize (29:17–21) 

3. The Day of Yahweh in Egypt (30:1–19) 

4. Breaking the Arms of Pharaoh (30:20–26) 

5. The Doom of the Pharaonic Tree (31:1–18) 

6. The Doom of the Pharaonic Monster (32:1–16) 

7. Egypt’s Descent into Sheol (32:17–32) 

 II. THE END OF AN ERA (33:1–33) 

 
1 Block, D. I. (1997). The Book of Ezekiel, Chapters 1–24 (pp. vii–x). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans 

Publishing Co. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot26eze1?ref=Page.p+vii&off=347&ctx=TEXT+AND+COMMENTARY%0a~Part+1%3a+Messages+of+
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A. THE FINAL SUMMONS (33:1–20) 

1. The Charge for the Prophetic Watchman (33:1–9) 

2. The Appeal of the Prophetic Watchman (33:10–20) 

B. THE FINAL WORD (33:21–22) 

C. THE FINAL DISPUTATION: STAKING OUR CLAIMS (33:23–29) 

1. The Popular Quotation (33:23–24) 

2. The Prophet’s Response (33:25–29) 

D. THE FINAL VINDICATION (33:30–33) 

 III. POSITIVE MESSAGES OF HOPE FOR ISRAEL: THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 

TO EZEKIEL (34:1–48:35) 

A. PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS: ‘ ‘STAND BY AND SEE THE 

SALVATION OF YAHWEH!’ ’ (34:1–39:29) 

1. The Salvation of Yahweh’s Flock (34:1–31) 

2. The Restoration of Yahweh’s Land (35:1–36:15) 

3. The Restoration of Yahweh’s Honor (36:16–38) 

4. The Resurrection of Yahweh’s People (37:1–14) 

5. Yahweh’s Eternal Covenant with Israel (37:15–28) 

6. The Guarantee of Yahweh’s Protection over Israel (38:1–39:29) 

B. ENVISIONING THE GOOD NEWS: ‘ ‘STAND BY AND SEE THE RETURN 

OF YAHWEH!’ ’ (40:1–48:35) 

1. The New Temple (40:1–43:11) 

2. The New Torah (43:12–46:24) 

3. The New Land (47:1–48:29) 

4. The New City (48:30–35)2 

 

 
2 Block, D. I. (1997–). The Book of Ezekiel, Chapters 25–48 (p. v). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans 

Publishing Co. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot26eze2?ref=Page.p+v&off=167&ctx=TEXT+AND+COMMENTARY%0a~Part+2%3a+Messages+of+

