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Obadiah: Prophet of Edom’s Doom 
John Phillips 

 

I. THE DOOM OF EDOM (1–16) 

A. The Doom Declared (1–2) 

1. The Name of the Prophet (1a) 

2. The Nature of the Prophecy (1b–2) 

a. Subject (1b) 

b. Substance (1c–2) 

(1) Battle (1c) 

(2) Belittlement (2) 

B. The Doom Described (3–9) 

1. Edom’s Territory Subdued (3–4) 

a. Hollowness of Edom’s Pride (3a) 

b. Height of Edom’s Pride (3b) 

c. Humbling of Edom’s Pride (4) 

2. Edom’s Treasures Stolen (5–6) 

a. Indolent Greed of the Common Thief (5) 

b. Insatiable Greed of the Coming Thief (6) 

3. Edom’s Treaties Scorned (7) 

a. Treachery of Edom’s Allies (7a) 

b. Triumph of Edom’s Allies (7b) 

4. Edom’s Troops Slaughtered (8–9) 

a. Death of Her Sages (8) 

b. Death of Her Soldiers (9) 

C. The Doom Deserved (10–14) 

1. Edom Encouraged Judah’s Foes (10–11) 

a. Participating in the Spread of Violence (10) 

b. Participating in the Spoils of Victory (11) 

2. Edom Enjoyed Judah’s Fall (12–13) 

a. Finding Pleasure in It (12) 

b. Finding Profit in It (13) 

3. Edom Enslaved Judah’s Fugitives (14) 

D. The Doom Dated (15–16) 

1. A Fixed Day (15a) 

2. A Fearful Day (15b–16) 

a. A Partial Fulfillment: The Downfall of the Edomite Nation (15b) 

b. A Postponed Fulfillment: The Downfall of the End-Time Nations (16) 
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II. THE DELIVERANCE OF ZION (17–21) 

A. The Character of the Deliverance (17) 

1. Rescue (17a) 

2. Regeneration (17b) 

3. Recovery (17c) 

B. The Completeness of the Deliverance (18–20) 

1. Judah’s Revenge (18) 

2. Judah’s Revival (19–20) 

C. The Consummation of the Deliverance (21) 

1. Edom’s Salvation (21a) 

2. Edom’s Sovereign (21b)1 

 

 
1 Phillips, J. (1998). Exploring the Minor Prophets: The Book of the Twelve (pp. 117-118). Neptune, NJ: 

Loizeaux Brothers. 


