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I. THE LORD’S COMPLAINTS (1:1-2:17)
A. The Nation’s Spiritual Sins (1:1-2:9)
1. Denying God’s Love (1:1-5)
a. The Burden Described (1:1-2a)
(1) How It Was Laid on the Prophet (1:1)
(2) How It Was Leveled at the People (1:2a)
b. The Brothers Depicted (1:2b—4)
(1) The One Loved (1:2b)
(2) The One Loathed (1:3-4)
(a) Esau Detested (1:3)
(b) Edom Desolated (1:4)
c. The Blindness Dispelled (1:5)
2. Despising God’s Name (1:6)
a. The People (1:6a)
b. The Priests (1:6b)
3. Defiling God’s Altar (1:7-14)
a. The Contemptuous Attitude of the Hebrews (1:7-10)
(1) Revealed in What They Said (1:7)
(2) Revealed by What They Sacrificed (1:8-10)
(a) The Charge (1:8a)
(b) The Challenge (1:8b-10)
i. The Governor of the Land (1:8b)
ii. The Grace of the Lord (1:9-10)
a. Needed (1:9)
b. Neglected (1:10)
b. The Contrasting Attitude of the Heathen (1:11-14)
(1) God’s Name Famed among the Gentiles (1:11-14a)
(a) The Exaltation of Jesus by the Pagans (1:11)
(b) The Execration of Judah by the Prophet (1:12-14a)
i. Their Disdainful Words (1:12-13a)
ii. Their Deliberate Wickedness (1:13b)
iii. Their Deceitful Ways (1:14a)
(2) God’s Name Feared by the Gentiles (1:14b)
4. Disregarding God’s Law (2:1-9)
a. God’s Commandment to the Priests (2:1-4)
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(1) What He Said Specifically (2:1)
(2) What He Said Solemnly (2:2-3)
(a) The Thrust of the Message (2:2a)
(b) The Threat of the Message (2:2b-3)
i. A Shattering Curse (2:2b)
ii. A Shameful Corruption (2:3)
(3) What He Said Surely (2:4)
b. God’s Covenant with the Priests (2:5-7)
(1) A Lesson from the Past (2:5-6)
(a) Levi’s Ordination (2:5a)
(b) Levi’s Obedience (2:5b-6)
i. Godly Inclination (2:5b—6a)
ii. His Godly Influence (2:6b)
(2) A Lesson for the Present (2:7)
c. God’s Contempt for the Priests (2:8-9)
(1) Their Abandonment of God (2:8)
(2) Their Abasement by God (2:9)
B. The Nation’s Special Sins (2:10-17)
1. Their Detestable Ways (2:10-13)
a. A Denial of Brotherhood (2:10)
b. A Distortion of Belief (2:11-13)
(1) Their Marriages (2:11)
(2) Their Mockery (2:12)
(3) Their Misery (2:13)
2. Their Deserted Wives (2:14-16)
a. What the Lord Witnessed (2:14)
b. What the Lord Wanted (2:15)
c. What the Lord Withstands (2:16)
3. Their Distorted Words (2:17)
a. Their Words Wearying to God (2:17a)
b. God’s Words Wrested by Them (2:17b)

I1. THE LORD’S COMING (3:1-4:6)
A. To Deal Judgmentally with Sinners (3:1-15)
1. Their Ungodly Actions (3:1-6)
a. The Lord’s Coming in Grace (3:1a-b)
(1) The Message for the Times (3:1a)
(2) The Messiah in the Temple (3:1b)
b. The Lord’s Coming in Government (3:1c-6)
(1) His Immediate Reception (3:1c)
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(2) His Imperial Resolve (3:2-5)
(a) To Refine (3:2-3)
(b) To Revive (3:4)
(c) To Remove (3:5)
(3) His Immutable Righteousness (3:6)
2. Their Ungodly Attitude (3:7-12)
a. In Provoking God (3:7-9)
(1) Defiantly (3:7)
(2) Deliberately (3:8)
(3) Disastrously (3:9)
b. By Proving God (3:10-12)
(1) The Challenge (3:10a)
(2) The Change (3:10b-12)
(a) Within (3:10b-11)
(b) Without (3:12)
3. Their Ungodly Arguments (3:13-15)
a. How Brazenly They Argued (3:13)
b. How Bitterly They Argued (3:14)
c. How Blasphemously They Argued (3:15)
B. To Deal Justly with Saints (3:16—4:6)
1. Righteous Ones Remembered (3:16)
2. Righteous Ones Rewarded (3:17)
3. Righteous Ones Recognized (3:18)
4. Righteous Ones Rescued (4:1-3)
a. The Coming Day (4:1)
b. The Coming Dawn (4:2)
c. The Coming Doom (4:3)
. Righteous Ones Revived (4:4-6)
a. The Requirements of Moses (4:4)
b. The Return of Elijah (4:5-6)
(1) The Time of That Return (4:5)
(2) The Tone of That Return (4:6)!
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