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Jonah: The Rebellious Prophet 
John Phillips 

 

I. THE WORD OF GOD (1:1–16) 

A. Jonah’s Secret Rejoicing (1:1–2) 

The inescapable missionary challenge of: 

1. The Man (1:1) 

2. The Multitude (1:2a) 

3. The Message (1:2b) 

B. Jonah’s Swift Rebellion (1:3–5) 

1. The Prophet Paying (1:3) 

2. The Pagans Praying (1:4–5) 

a. The Mariners Were Alarmed (1:4–5a) 

b. The Missionary Was Asleep (1:5b) 

C. Jonah’s Sudden Realization (1:6–9) 

1. Jonah’s Shame (1:6) 

2. Jonah’s Blame (1:7–8) 

3. Jonah’s Claim (1:9) 

D. Jonah’s Stubborn Resolve (1:10–16) 

1. His Decision (1:10–12) 

a. Sailors’ Questions Asked (1:10–11) 

(1) Why? (1:10) 

(2) What? (1:11) 

b. Sailors’ Questions Answered (1:12) 

2. His Doom (1:13–16) 

a. What the Sailors Did (1:13) 

b. What the Sailors Desired (1:14) 

c. What the Sailors Discovered (1:15–16) 

 

II. THE WORD WITH GOD (1:17–2:10) 

A. Jonah’s Dreadful Prison (1:17) 

B. Jonah’s Desperate Prayer (2:1–8) 

1. What Jonah Reaped (2:1–6) 

a. A Feeling of Horror (2:1–3) 

b. A Flash of Hope (2:4) 

c. A Foretaste of Hell (2:5–6) 

2. What Jonah Remembered (2:7) 

3. What Jonah Realized (2:8) 
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C. Jonah’s Dying Promise (2:9–10) 

1. His Surrender (2:9) 

2. His Salvation (2:10) 

 

III. THE WORD FOR GOD (3:1–10) 

A. Revelation (3:1–4) 

1. The Prophet (3:1–2) 

2. The Prophecy (3:3–4) 

a. A Word about the Place (3:3) 

b. A Word about the Proclamation (3:4) 

B. Revival (3:5–10) 

1. Faith (3:5) 

2. Fasting (3:6–9) 

a. Its Vast Extent (3:6–7) 

b. Its Vital Expression (3:8) 

c. Its Valid Expectation (3:9) 

C. Forgiveness (3:10) 

 

IV. THE WORD ABOUT GOD (4:1–11) 

A. Jonah’s Displeasure with God (4:1–9) 

1. Jonah and His God (4:1–4) 

a. Jonah’s Rage (4:1) 

b. Jonah’s Resentment (4:2) 

c. Jonah’s Request (4:3–4) 

2. Jonah and His Gourd (4:5–8) 

a. His Decision (4:5) 

b. His Discomfort (4:6) 

c. His Dismay (4:7–8) 

3. Jonah and His Grudge (4:9) 

B. Jonah’s Discovery about God (4:10–11) 

1. An Appeal (4:10) 

2. An Application (4:11)1 
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