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Exodus: The Way Out 
John I. Durham  

Part One: Israel in Egypt (1:1–13:16) 

 I. The Progeny of Israel, The Persecution, and the Deliverer (1:1–2:25) 

A. “And These Are the Names” (1:1–7) 

B. The New Dynasty (1:8–14) 

C. The Pharaoh’s Genocide (1:15–22) 

D. The Birth of a Deliverer (2:1–10) 

E. Adulthood, Revolt and Flight of the Deliverer (2:11–15) 

F. The Deliverer Finds Home (2:16–22) 

G. A Postscript on the Oppression (2:23–25) 

II. The Call of the Deliverer, His Commission, and His Obedience (3:1–7:7) 

A. Theophany and Call (3:1–12) 

B. The Name of God and Its Meaning (3:13–22) 

C. The Signs of Moses’ Authority (4:1–9) 

D. The Mouth of Moses (4:10–17) 

E. The Deliverer Goes to Egypt (4:18–31) 

F. The First Confrontation with Pharaoh: Moses and Aaron (5:1–14) 

G. The First Confrontation with Pharaoh: Israel’s Protest (5:15–6:1) 

H. The Covenant Promise to the Fathers and Yahweh’s Rescue (6:2–13) 

I. The Genealogy of Aaron and Moses (6:14–27) 

J. A Preview of the Proof-of-Presence Sequence (6:28–7:7) 

III. The Ten Mighty Acts and the Exodus: The Proof of Yahweh’s Presence (7:8–13:16) 

A. The Miracle of the Rod and the Monstrous Snake: A Prologue to the Ten Mighty 

Acts (7:8–13) 

B. The First Mighty Act (7:14–25) 

C. The Second Mighty Act (7:26–8:11 [8:1–15]) 

D. The Third Mighty Act (8:12–15 [16–19]) 

E. The Fourth Mighty Act (8:16–28 [20–32]) 

F. The Fifth Mighty Act (9:1–7) 

G. The Sixth Mighty Act (9:8–12) 

H. The Seventh Mighty Act (9:13–35) 

I. The Eighth Mighty Act (10:1–20) 

J. The Ninth Mighty Act (10:21–29) 
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K. The Tenth Mighty Act Anticipated (11:1–10) 

L. Yahweh’s Passover (12:1–13) 

M. Yahweh’s “Reminder”: Unleavened Bread (12:14–20) 

N. Israel’s Protection (12:21–28) 

O. The Tenth Mighty Act (12:29–36) 

P. The Exodus from Egypt (12:37–50) 

Q. The Ritual Testimony of the Exodus (13:1–16) 

Part Two: Israel in the Wilderness (13:17–18:27) 

A. The Route of the Exodus (13:17–14:4) 

B. The Pursuit of Pharaoh (14:5–20) 

C. Yahweh’s Deliverance at the Sea (14:21–31) 

D. The Victory Hymn of Moses and Miriam (15:1–21) 

E. Yahweh’s Provision for Israel in the Wilderness: Water (15:22–27) 

F. The Grumbling of Israel Against Yahweh (16:1–12) 

G. Yahweh’s Provision for Israel in the Wilderness: Food (16:13–36) 

H. Israel’s Testing of Yahweh and Moses (17:1–7) 

I. Israel’s First Battle: Amalek (17:8–16) 

J. Rendezvous with Jethro (18:1–12) 

K. The Beginning of Israel’s Legal System (18:13–27) 

Part Three: Israel at Sinai (19:1–40:38) 

 I. The Advent of Yahweh’s Presence and the Making of the Covenant (19:1–24:18) 

A. Israel Prepares for Yahweh’s Coming (19:1–15) 

B. Yahweh Comes to Israel at Sinai (19:16–25) 

C. Yahweh’s Principles for Life in Covenant (20:1–17) 

D. Israel’s Response to Yahweh’s Coming (20:18–21) 

E. Yahweh’s Application of His Principles: “The Book of the Covenant” (20:22–

23:33) 

F. The Making of the Covenant: The People and Their Leaders (24:1–18) 

II. Yahweh’s Instructions for the Media of Worship (25:1–31:18) 

A. The Call for Materials (25:1–9) 

B. The Instructions for the Ark (25:10–22) 

C. The Instructions for the Table (25:23–30) 

D. The Instructions for the Lampstand (25:31–40) 

E. The Instructions for the Tabernacle (26:1–37) 

F. The Instructions for the Altar (27:1–8) 

G. The Instructions for the Tabernacle Court (27:9–19) 
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H. The Command for the Keeping of the Light (27:20–21) 

I. The Instructions for the Priests’ Vestments (28:1–43) 

J. The Instructions for the Priests’ Ordination (29:1–46) 

K. The Instructions for the Altar of Incense (30:1–10) 

L. The Instructions for the Atonement Money (30:11–16) 

M. The Instructions for the Laver for Washing (30:17–21) 

N. The Instructions for the Anointing Oil and the Special-Formula Incense (30:22–

38) 

O. The Designation of the Artisans (31:1–11) 

P. The Instructions for Keeping the Sabbath (31:12–18) 

III. Israel’s First Disobedience and Its Aftermath (32:1–34:35) 

A. Israel’s Sin with the Golden Calf (32:1–6) 

B. Moses’ Anger and Yahweh’s Judgment (32:7–35) 

C. The Command to Leave Sinai (33:1–6) 

D. The Tent of Appointed Meeting (33:7–11) 

E. Moses’ Plea for Mercy and Yahweh’s Answer (33:12–17) 

F. Moses’ Request and Yahweh’s Response (33:18–34:9) 

G. The Renewal of the Covenant Relationship (34:10–28) 

H. Moses’ Shining Face (34:29–35) 

IV. Israel’s Obedience of Yahweh’s Instructions (35:1–40:38) 

A. The Offering of the Materials and the Recognition of the Artisans (35:1–36:7) 

B. The Construction of the Tabernacle (36:8–38) 

C. The Construction of the Ark, the Table, the Lampstand, and the Altar of Incense 

(37:1–29) 

D. The Construction of the Altar of Wholly-Burned Offerings, the Laver, and the 

Tabernacle Court (38:1–20) 

E. A Summary of the Metals Used in the Tabernacle and Its Courtyard (38:21–31) 

F. The Making of the Sacral Vestments (39:1–31) 

G. A Summary of the Fulfillment of Yahweh’s Instructions (39:32–43) 

H. The Tabernacle Set Up, the Priests Cleansed, Yahweh’s Glory Comes (40:1–38)1 

 

 
1 Durham, J. I. (1987). Word Biblical Commentary: Exodus (Vol. 3, pp. vii–x). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 


